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Chapter 1
Introduction
Todays understanding of physics classies the fundamental forces that determine
the behaviour of matter and its constituents into four classes, the gravitation, the
electromagnetism, the weak and the strong force. From these, the weak and the
strong force are of central meaning for the interaction between quarks and gluons.
The theoretical description of the interaction between elementary particles is known
in principle for about 30 years. Based on the outstanding works from Glashow [1],
Weinberg [2] and Salam [3] the standard model (SM) of strong and electroweak
interactions was formulated. Because of the complex structure of the SM it was
until now only possible to study a few aspects of the SM, most of them within
the framework of perturbation theory. In the energy ranges investigated so far the
experimental observations agree very precisely with the predictions of the SM. As a
consequence, the SM has established as the description of the strong and electroweak
interactions.
The SM includes several non-perturbative ideas, for instance connement, sponta-
neous symmetry breaking or the Higgs mechanism (for an overview, see e.g. [4]).
They lead to phenomena that can not be described by perturbative methods. Rem-
edy is provided by the lattice discretized version of the theory which was proposed
by Wilson in his famous work [5]. Based on this, computer simulations of aspects
the SM became a very powerful tool to investigate the SM beyond perturbation
theory [6].
It is expected that, at very high temperature (and/or pressure), phase transitions
occur which lead into a regime in which the behaviour between elementary particles
changes qualitatively. The non-perturbative aspects of the SM at low temperature
like connement vanish at the critical temperature. On the other hand, additional,
7
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non-perturbative features like the creation of thermal masses, their screening be-
haviour and the interaction based on excitations of quasi-particles occur in the high
temperature phase. This phase is widely unexplored until now. Therefore a de-
tailed theoretical understanding of the temperature dependent features of the SM
is essential to estimate conditions for new experiments.
Experimentally, high temperatures (and/or pressures) correspond to high energies.
As a consequence, thermodynamic studies oer the possibility to investigate the
range of validity of the SM.
So far, the deconnement phase transition was investigated very intensively. It
separates the low temperature phase, in which the quarks and gluons can only exist
in bounded, colourless states, from the high temperature phase, in which quarks and
gluons decouple and form a quark gluon plasma.
An investigation of the electroweak phase transition with parameter values close to
the physical weak coupling regime, however, started only recently at the beginning
of the nineties (see e.g. [7]). The SU(2) Lagrangian of the SM is broken for low tem-
peratures, so that the quarks, leptons,W

{bosons and the Z{boson become massive
particles. For temperatures above the critical temperature of the electroweak phase
transition the SU(2){symmetry is restored. In the theory this becomes obvious by
the vanishing vacuum expectation value of the Higgs eld. If and how several ob-
servables might change at the electroweak phase transition is widely unexplored so
far. It is expected, for example, that the baryon surplus in the universe can be
explained by non-equilibrium processes at the electroweak phase transition if the
latter is strong enough of rst order.
A fundamental concept within the description of the behaviour of particles in a ther-
mal medium is the temperature dependent mass or screening mass. It is generated
by the interaction of a particle with the medium. A detailed understanding of the
screening masses of the fundamental constituents of the SM (quarks, gluons, leptons,
W

{bosons, Z{boson, Higgs-boson) is of essential meaning both for a discussion of
the physics of the high temperature phase of the SM and for a discussion of possible
experimental observable consequences.
One possibility to determine screening masses and to compare the results with
perturbative calculations is the direct computation of the propagators of the con-
stituents. As these objects are gauge dependent one has to work in a xed gauge.
In this work we have chosen the Landau gauge.
As noted above, screening masses occur in several energy ranges of the SM. In the
energy region dominated by the strong interaction thermal masses occur both in
the electric (temporal) and in the magnetic (spatial) sector of the theory. It was
9shown [8] that the gluonic screening masses inuence strongly the infrared sector
of the theory. The electric screening mass is known in lowest order perturbation
theory for a long time, m
e
=
q
N
c
=3 +N
f
=6 g(T )T . This temperature dependence
is sucient to cure infrared divergences of O(gT ). The situation for the magnetic
mass is more dicult. As all orders of perturbation theory would contribute equally,
a perturbative expression for the magnetic mass does not exist. However, a depen-
dence of the form m
m
 g
2
T is widely believed as this would cure higher order
infrared divergences of O(g
2
T ). Moreover, if the magnetic mass indeed does not
vanish it contributes in next-to-leading order to m
e
[9, 10]. Therefore also m
e
has
to be treated non-perturbatively beyond leading order.
In the electroweak sector of the theory the screening behaviour of the W -boson is
of special interest. Like in the case of gluonic screening masses, the leading order
behaviour in the electric sector is O(gT ). Equally, the magnetic W -boson screening
mass is entirely of non-perturbative origin and expected to be O(g
2
T ). However, a
non-vanishing magnetic mass is not only interesting for a better understanding of
the infrared behaviour of the theory. It is furthermore expected that the magnitude
of a thermal magnetic W -boson mass determines the strength of the electroweak
phase transition [11, 12].
To summarize the above, thermal screening masses play an important role in the high
temperature phase of the standard model of strong and electroweak interactions. An
investigation of these masses requires non-perturbative methods. In this work we
present results obtained from Monte Carlo simulations of the lattice regularized
version of the standard model.
For a qualitative overview of the temperature dependence of the screening masses it
is sucient to investigate not the full standard model but simplied models of the
two energy ranges of interest. The full theory of the strong interaction is Quantum-
chromodynamics (QCD). It is a gauge theory based on the group SU(N
c
) with N
c
=3
being the number of colours. As computer simulations of full QCD are very time con-
suming, we have investigated pure SU(2) lattice gauge theory. This model neglects
dynamical fermions, N
f
= 0, and the number of colours is reduced to two. SU(2) is
the smallest, non-abelian, unitary group and yields qualitatively the same properties
as SU(3), i.e. asymptotic freedom, connement etc. A simplied description of the
electroweak sector of the standard model is given by the SU(2)-gauge-Higgs model.
Again, dynamical fermions are not taken into account. Furthermore, the abelian
subgroup of the full SU(2)
U(1) symmetry is neglected.
This dissertation summarizes the work that was done in collaboration with U.M.Hel-
ler and F. Karsch [13]-[15] and with F. Karsch, T. Neuhaus and A. Patkos [16]-[18],
respectively. In the next chapter we discuss the basic concepts and conceptual dif-
culties of thermal screening masses. We summarize results for the gluon screening
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masses, known from perturbation theory, and results for the W -boson screening
mass, based on gap equations. Furthermore we present the correlation functions
that we have used to determine the screening masses. In Chap. 3 we deal with
pure SU(2) lattice gauge theory. After a general discussion we summarize some
technical aspects, i.e. the Wilson action and a tree-level Symanzik improved action
and the procedure followed to x the relation between bare gauge couplings and
the temperature. Finally we shortly discuss the deconnement phase transition.
Chap. 4 is concerned with the SU(2)-gauge-Higgs model. In this context we point
out the basic concepts of dimensional reduction and present an action for the eec-
tive 3-dimensional theory. We discuss the electroweak phase transition and present
the method of measuring Lee-Yang zeros to estimate the critical Higgs mass at
which the phase transition looses its rst order character. Our numerical results are
presented and discussed in Chap. 5. At last, we give our conclusions in Chap. 6.
The appendix covers two topics. Part A is about the determination of screening
masses on the lattice. As it is of more technical nature, we have separated it from
the remaining thesis. In App. B we discuss lattice gauge xing methods. At rst
we recall how to x the Landau gauge on the lattice. Finally, a method of xing a
more general gauge { the covariant gauge { on the lattice is presented.
Chapter 2
Screening Masses - Theoretical
Background
The main purpose of this dissertation is an investigation of thermal gauge boson
screening masses. In the context of pure SU(2) gauge theory and the SU(2)-gauge-
Higgs model we want to obtain a better understanding of the temperature behaviour
of these masses. Especially for the electric screening mass we want to check if
we get in contact with perturbative predictions in the temperature regime under
consideration. For a systematic discussion of these points we present in this chapter
the theoretical background of screening masses only. Our numerical results are
summarized separately in Chap. 5.
The next section deals with the basic concepts of screening masses. We point out the
diculties that arise already in nding a meaningful denition of a screening mass
and summarize the work that was done to solve this problem. In Sec. 2.2 we present
gauge dependent and alternatively gauge independent correlation functions that
can be used to extract screening masses from a lattice calculation. Some analytical
calculations for the screening masses are presented in Sec. 2.3. We discuss the gluon
screening masses within perturbation theory and give, for the electric screening
mass, the lowest order and next-to-leading order perturbative results. Furthermore
we quote results for the magnetic screening mass in the SU(2)-gauge-Higgs model,
based on gap equations.
2.1 Basic Concepts and Conceptual Diculties
The high temperature deconned phase of QCD, in which the quarks and the gluons
decouple and form a quark gluon plasma, is characterized by the occurrence of
11
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chromo-electric and -magnetic screening masses which control the infrared behaviour
of the theory. The electric screening mass,m
e
, is responsible for the Debye screening
of the heavy quark potential. Its temperature dependence is known for a long time
in lowest order perturbation theory, m
e
 gT [19]. It was shown in [8] that this is
sucient to cure infrared divergences of the theory of momentum scales of O(gT ).
However, it is pointed out in various articles (see for instance [20]-[22] and [23, 24])
that in the usual temperature range of investigation, i.e. slightly above the critical
temperature of the deconnement phase transition, m
e
deviates strongly from its
lowest order perturbative prediction. On the other hand, the magnitude of m
e
inuences strongly the existence or non-existence of hadronic bound states in the
high temperature phase. It is therefore essential for any further analysis of the
quasi-particle excitation spectrum in the QCD plasma phase to understand the
temperature dependence of the electric screening mass quantitatively.
The discussion of the magnetic mass, m
m
, is much more dicult. It was shown in
[25] that it vanishes at lowest order perturbation theory. Furthermore one can show
that a non-vanishing magnetic mass has to be entirely of non-perturbative origin as
every order in perturbation theory would contribute equally [8]. As a consequence,
only little is known about the temperature dependence of m
m
so far, even on a qual-
itative level. Following the discussion in [8], a magnetic mass of the form m
m
 g
2
T
is sucient to cure the remaining infrared divergences of the theory of O(g
2
T ).
Very recently, however, a mechanism was suggested which is able to cure these di-
vergences also without the dynamic generation of a magnetic mass [26]. Despite this
possibility it is widely believed that the magnetic mass obeys a non-vanishing value
at high temperature. This assumption is strengthened by investigations through the
analysis of gap equations [11, 12], [27]-[29] and several non-perturbative approaches
[30, 31], even if the latter yield other functional dependencies than the expected
g
2
T -behaviour. Finally, the assumption of a non-vanishing magnetic mass also in-
uences the perturbative calculation of the electric mass. If one indeed should nd
m
m
 g
2
T , than the next-to-leading order correction to m
e
is of O(g
2
ln g) [9, 10].
We have seen that screening masses are essentially of non-perturbative origin. How-
ever, one can use them to remove some problems that arise in the perturbative
treatment of the thermodynamics of the plasma phase [32]. For instance, the equa-
tion of state for SU(3) gauge theory is quite well known from lattice calculations.
One nds that the energy density and the pressure are, even at rather high temper-
atures (T ' 5T
c
), about 10 - 15 % below the ideal gas limit [33]. One might expect
that these deviations become smaller by taking higher order perturbative corrections
into account. However, the situation is getting worse, as the coecients of the weak
coupling expansion of the free energy density are of alternating sign and increasing
magnitude (see [32] and references therein). Remedy might be provided by so-called
screened perturbation theory [32]. The idea is not to expand around the massless
ideal gas limit but to perform the loop expansion starting from a massive ideal gas.
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For the simple case of the N component scalar 
4
-theory the power of this method
was demonstrated in [32]. In Fig. 2.1 one can see the free energy density F , normal-
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
g
0.0
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1.0
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2.5
-
F
d
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Figure 2.1: Normalized free energy density of the scalar 
4
-theory as a function of
the scalar self-coupling g [32]. See text for details.
ized to the Stefan Boltzmann value of a massless ideal gas, F
SB
= 
2
T
4
=90. The
curves (a) and (b) represent 2-loop and 1-loop results of the screened loop expan-
sion. Also at large values of the coupling they are lying very close to the theoretical
value. Furthermore, the situation gets improved if one goes from a 1-loop to 2-loop
calculation. In contrast, the failure of a conventional perturbative expansion can be
seen from the curves (c) and (d), which show the O(g
2
) and O(g
3
) results.
Not only the temperature dependence of the screening masses is complicated, also
their exact denition is not without problems. In general, screening masses are
related to the low momentum behaviour of the static sector (p
4
= 0) of the gauge
boson polarization tensor, 

(~p; p
4
). As 

is gauge dependent, it is not obvious
that any quantity extracted from it would have a physical, i.e. gauge invariant
meaning. For example, the former zero momentum limit denition of the screening
masses, m
2
;old
= 

(j~p j ! 0; p
4
= 0), yields masses which depend on the gauge
in which 

is calculated. This problem was cured by the denition introduced in
[34, 35], m
2

= 

(~p
2
=  m
2

; 0). These so-called pole masses are, within a wide
class of gauges, gauge invariant to arbitrary order in perturbation theory. Even if
one has to calculate the corresponding correlation functions in a xed gauge, the
pole masses extracted from them will be gauge independent. At this point we want
to introduce the agreement that, whenever we are talking in the following about
measuring a gauge dependent quantity in a xed gauge, we imply that we are using
14 CHAPTER 2. SCREENING MASSES - THEORETICAL BACKGROUND
the Landau gauge, j@

A

(x)j
2
= 0. This gauge has the advantage that it is covariant
and easy to realize on the lattice. A detailed discussion on it is given in App. B.
Let us return to the discussion of the pole mass denition of the screening masses.
Another great advantage of it is given by the fact that the exponential decay of
nite temperature gauge boson correlation functions at large spatial separations
yields exactly these pole masses. Therefore they are well suited candidates for an
investigation based on lattice Monte Carlo methods.
An alternative way to dene screening masses is through the use of gauge invariant
operators. If one is interested in the electric screening mass only, typical candidates
are Polyakov loop correlation functions which are related to the heavy quark poten-
tial at nite temperature. But one may think also about other observables as long as
they project onto states with the correct quantum numbers. Some were introduced
in [36] and used in the so-called SU(2) + adjoint Higgs theory [23, 24]. This model is
based on dimensional reduction and describes the high temperature phase of QCD.
However, it is not clear in how far screening masses, dened through gauge invariant
operators, agree with the corresponding pole masses from the gauge boson propa-
gator. For example, an investigation of gauge invariant glueball operators with the
quantum numbers of the gluon within pure SU(2) gauge theory [37] yields screening
masses which are much larger than the corresponding masses obtained directly from
the gluon propagator in Landau gauge [22], [13]-[15]. However, this result is not
surprising as the gauge invariant correlation functions, which correspond to glueball
states at low temperature, describe \melted" glueball states, i.e. states of several
decoupled gluons, at high temperature. These states have an eective thermal mass
which is, of course, much larger than the thermal screening mass of a single gluon.
Similar observations have been made in a very recent study [29] of the electroweak
sector of the theory, in which the screening masses of the Higgs boson and of the
W -boson were investigated. It also opens the possibility that masses, extracted from
gauge invariant operators, project onto superpositions of several elementary gauge
boson excitations, i.e. onto quasi-particle states. This leads again to the discussion
of the physical meaning of the screening masses. The central point is whether the
QCD plasma phase has to be described by colourless excitations only, or if quarks
and gluons are the basic degrees of freedom. For example, the latter is preferred by
calculations of the QCD equation of state.
Let us now discuss the screening behaviour in the electroweak sector in which very
similar phenomena and questions arise. One again denes screening masses in the
electric and magnetic sectors. Like in QCD, the leading order electric screening
mass is of O(gT ). Much more interesting than the electric screening mass is now
its magnetic counterpart. A non-vanishing magnetic screening mass { if existing {
does not only control the infrared behaviour of the electroweak theory, its magnitude
furthermore inuences the existence or non-existence of the rst order character of
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the electroweak phase transition [11, 12]. Again, the temperature dependence of the
magnetic W -boson screening is not known, but similar considerations as made in
QCD give rise to an expected behaviour of m
W
 g
2
T .
Due to the lack of a perturbative treatment of the W -boson screening mass, alter-
native approaches are needed. In [38]-[41] several Monte Carlo calculations con-
cerning W -boson screening masses as well as Higgs masses are presented. Whereas
these results are obtained from gauge invariant correlation functions, the authors in
[28, 29, 42] use, similar to the treatment of the magnetic mass in QCD, a coupled set
of gap equations for the scalar and vector propagators on the mass shell. Based on
their analysis one might assume that also in the high temperature phase the mag-
neticW -boson screening mass is generated essentially by a Higgs-type phenomenon.
The dierence is that the vacuum expectation value of the Higgs eld, which plays
the role of the order parameter of the theory, is much smaller at high temperature.
This can be seen as the motivation for using the same gauge invariant operators for
the calculation of the magnetic W -boson mass and of the Higgs mass in the high
temperature phase as in the low temperature phase.
To summarize the above discussion, a detailed knowledge of the temperature depen-
dence of the various screening masses arising in QCD and the electroweak theory
would help to get insight into the non-perturbative nature of the high temperature
phases of quantum eld theories and the regularization of infrared divergences ap-
pearing in perturbative treatments. One of the central problems still is to give a
gauge invariant meaning to the screening masses. Therefore measurements of gauge
dependent correlation functions in a xed gauge should be compared with results
from gauge invariant operators. This may provide an answer to the question about
the nature of fundamental excitations of the theory in the high temperature phase.
2.2 Measuring Screening Masses on the Lattice
2.2.1 Screening Masses from the Gauge Boson Propagator
As the method of extracting the gluon screening masses from the gluon propagator
in SU(2) gauge theory is nearly identical to the one of measuring the W -boson
screening masses from the W -boson propagator in the SU(2)-gauge-Higgs model we
will discuss in this section the case in general. In the SU(2)-gauge-Higgs model we
analyse only the dimensional reduced eective 3-dimensional theory. Therefore all
comments on the time direction refer in the following, of course, only to the SU(2)
gauge theory. For the SU(2)-gauge-Higgs model one can simply neglect the terms
with x
4
or p
4
in all formulas. As a consequence, we can investigate for this model the
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screening behaviour in the spatial directions only, i.e. we can not calculate electric
W -boson screening masses.
Let us start with the gauge elds A

(~x; x
4
). From this, we dene momentum de-
pendent gauge elds,
~
A

(p
?
; x
3
) =
X
x
?
;x
4
e
i x
?
p
?
A

(x
?
; x
3
; x
4
)  = 1; : : : ; 4 ; (2.1)
and the corresponding correlation functions,
~
G

(p
?
; x
3
) =
D
Tr
~
A

(p
?
; x
3
)
~
A
y

(p
?
; 0)
E
 = 1; : : : ; 4 ; (2.2)
with x
?
= (x
1
; x
2
) and p
?
= (p
1
; p
2
). On a nite lattice, the momenta are given by
p
i
= 2k
i
=(aN
i
), with k
i
=  
1
2
N
i
+1; : : : ;
1
2
N
i
and N
i
being the length of the lattice
in the i-th direction.
The long-distance behaviour of
~
G yields the energies in the electric and magnetic
sectors, i.e.
G
e
(p
?
; x
3
) 
~
G
4
(p
?
; x
3
)
 expf E
e
(p
?
)x
3
g for x
3
 1 ; (2.3)
G
m
(p
?
; x
3
) 
1
2

~
G
1
(p
?
; x
3
) +
~
G
2
(p
?
; x
3
)

 expf E
m
(p
?
)x
3
g for x
3
 1 : (2.4)
In (2.4) we explicitly use the fact that we want to measure the propagator in Landau
gauge. Then
~
G
3
(p
?
; x
3
) is independent of x
3
and therefore does not have to be
taken into account. For p
?
 (0; 0) the long-distance behaviour of these correlation
functions thus denes electric and magnetic screening masses, which are related to
the static sector of the gauge boson polarization tensor,
m
2

= 

(~p
2
=  m
2

; p
4
= 0) : (2.5)
We want to emphasize again that these pole masses are, within a wide class of
gauges, gauge invariant to arbitrary order in perturbation theory.
We are left to discuss the relation of these formulas to physics on a lattice. As we
are dealing with high temperature physics, the lattice distance a becomes very small
and the gauge elds are smooth. Therefore we can use the general relation between
the gauge elds and the link matrices,
U

(x) = expfigaA

(x)g ; (2.6)
to approximate A

(x) on the lattice,
A

(x) '
1
2iga
[(U

(x)  U
y

(x))  Tr (U

(x)  U
y

(x))
| {z }
=0 for U

(x)2SU(2)
] : (2.7)
Using this formula in (2.1) one can then measure the screening masses on the lattice
in the way discussed above, Eqs. (2.2) - (2.4).
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2.2.2 The Electric Screening Mass from the Singlet
Potential
In this subsection we present an alternative way how to extract the electric screening
mass (or Debye mass) m
e
within QCD with N
c
colour degrees of freedom.
For temperatures above the critical temperature T
c
the connement potential be-
tween a quark and an anti-quark is replaced by the colour averaged potential [43],
which, in lowest order perturbation theory, is of the form
V
av
(R;T ) 
1
TR
2
e
?2m
e
(T )R
for T > T
c
: (2.8)
As V
av
decreases very fast, the numerical signal gets lost in statistical noise in the
long distance regime. On the other hand, (2.8) is only valid at large distances. This
situation is improved for the colour singlet potential, which is controlled to leading
order perturbation theory by 1-gluon exchange and therefore takes on the form
V
1
(R;T ) =  g
2
N
2
c
  1
8N
c

e
?m
e
(T )R
R
for T > T
c
: (2.9)
The colour singlet potential, however, is gauge dependent and one again has to x
a gauge before it can be evaluated.
On the lattice one can extract both potentials by measuring Polyakov loop
1
corre-
lation functions [43],
e
?V
av
(R;T )=T
=
hTr L(
~
R)Tr L
y
(
~
0)i
hjLji
2
; (2.10)
e
?V
1
(R;T )=T
= N
c
hTr (L(
~
R)L
y
(
~
0))i
hjLji
2
: (2.11)
(2.9) and (2.11) are point-to-point correlation functions. In numerical simulations
it is, however, more ecient to use plane-plane correlation functions to extract the
electric screening mass. This is done by replacing in (2.11) the expression for the
Polyakov loop L(
~
R) by L(x
3
) 
P
x
1
;x
2
L(x
1
; x
2
; x
3
). Then (2.9) and (2.11) transform
into
V
1;sum
(x
3
; T )  e
?m
e
(T )x
3
for T > T
c
(2.12)
and
e
?V
1;sum
(x
3
;T )=T
= N
c
hTr (L(x
3
)L
y
(0))i
hjLji
2
: (2.13)
1
For a denition of the Polyakov loop see Sec. 3.3.
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2.2.3 Vector Screening Masses from Gauge Invariant
Correlators
In Sec. 2.2.1 we have explained how to obtain theW -boson screening mass from the
W -boson propagator. It is, of course, interesting to compare the masses calculated
in this way with masses extracted from gauge invariant vector correlation functions.
For this purpose we dene, similar to Eq. (2.1), the zero momentum eld
2
~
O
v;i
(x
3
) =
X
x
?

3

y
(x
?
; x
3
)U
i
(x
?
; x
3
)((x
?
; x
3
) +
^
i ) i = 1; 2 : (2.14)
(x) is a complex 2  2 matrix eld. In terms of the real weak isosinglet-triplet
decomposition of the complex Higgs doublet it is given by
(~x) = 
0
(~x)11 + i
j
(~x)
j
: (2.15)

1
; 
2
; 
3
are the Pauli matrices. From (2.14) we have the correlation function
~
G
v;i
(x
3
) =
D
Tr
~
O
v;i
(x
3
) Tr
~
O
v;i
(0)
E
i = 1; 2 ; (2.16)
and nally (compare with (2.4))
G
v
(x
3
) 
1
2

~
G
v;1
(x
3
) +
~
G
v;2
(x
3
)

: (2.17)
The operator G
v
(x
3
) projects onto states with zero momentum. Its long distance
behaviour yields the mass of a vector particle with the quantum numbers of the W -
boson [44]. This mass is a suitable candidate for comparing it with the propagator
mass.
2.2.4 The Higgs Boson Screening Mass from the
-Propagator
Measuring the Higgs boson screening mass from the -propagator is quite similar
to the measurement of gauge boson screening masses from the gauge boson propa-
gator, see Sec. 2.2.1. As we are only interested in zero momentum results and three
dimensions, the equivalent expression to Eq. (2.1) is
~

i
(x
3
) =
X
x
?

i
(x
?
; x
3
) i = 1; 2 : (2.18)
2
In the SU(2)-gauge-Higgs model we are only interested in the three dimensional theory. There-
fore we have omitted in the following formulas the time direction.
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Next we dene the gauge dependent correlation function
~
G
;i
(x
3
) =
D
Tr
~

i
(x
3
)
~

y
i
(0)
E
i = 1; 2 : (2.19)
and nally
G

(x
3
) 
1
2

~
G
;1
(x
3
) +
~
G
;2
(x
3
)

: (2.20)
The exponential decay of G

(x
3
) at long distances yields the Higgs boson screening
mass m

.
2.2.5 Scalar Screening Masses from Gauge Invariant
Correlators
In the previous section we have explained how to extract the Higgs boson screening
mass from the -Propagator. Similar to the discussion of the W -boson screening
mass we want to compare this mass with masses obtained from gauge invariant
scalar correlation functions. We start with
~
O

s
(x
3
) =
2
X
i=1
X
x
?

y
(x
?
; x
3
)U
i
(x
?
; x
3
)((x
?
; x
3
) +
^
i ) : (2.21)
Then we dene
~
G

s
(x
3
) =
D
Tr
~
O

s
(x
3
) Tr
~
O

s
(0)
E
and (2.22)
~
G

s
(x
3
) = hdet(x
3
) det (0)i : (2.23)
The long distance behaviour of both correlation functions (2.22) and (2.23) gives
screening masses in the scalar Higgs channel [45]. We will compare them with the
screening mass from the -propagator.
2.3 Analytical Results for Screening Masses
2.3.1 Gluon Screening Masses in Pure SU(N
c
) Gauge
Theory
For SU(N
c
) gauge theory without dynamical fermions, the lowest order perturbation
theory result for the electric screening mass is [25]
m
e;0
(T ) =
s
N
c
3
g(T )T : (2.24)
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It was shown in lattice perturbation theory [46] that this result is strongly eected
by nite cut-o eects, similar to what has been found in [47] for the Stefan Boltz-
mann law for an ideal gas. For the Wilson action the leading corrections to (2.24)
are O((aT )
2
), i.e. O(N
?2

). For N
c
= 2 this is shown in Fig. 2.2. For large N
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Figure 2.2: The gluon polarization tensor 
44
at innite N
s
and various N

. The
solid line shows the asymptotic result (2.25).
these deviations are due to the O(a
2
) discretization errors introduced in the Wilson
formulation. On a spatially innite lattice we nd for these cut-o errors

44
(N

!1; N
s
=1)
2=3 g
2
T
2
= 1 +N
?2

1
40
2
Z
1
0
dx x
5
sinhx
sinh
4
x
2
+O(N
?4

)
= 1 +
4
15


N


2
+O(N
?4

) : (2.25)
This is similar in magnitude to the cut-o dependence of bulk thermodynamic ob-
servables like the energy density [48]. Using an improved action these leading cut-o
errors are eliminated and corrections only start at O(N
?4

). In the case of the energy
density or the pressure these actions lead to a strong reduction of cut-o eects in
the high temperature limit [48]. In Sec. 5.1 we will present our numerical data of
the electric screening masses. They remain, however, unchanged within statistical
errors under an improvement of the action. This suggests that the improvement of
the ultraviolet sector does not inuence the screening masses much. This may be
taken as an indication for the dominance of non-perturbative contributions to m
e
.
Using the pole mass denition (2.5), the leading correction to (2.24) can be calcu-
lated in one-loop resummed perturbation theory. Based on the assumption that the
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infrared limit of the transverse gluon propagator is nite,  
1
2

ii
(~p ! 0; p
4
= 0) =
m
2
m
 g
4
T
2
, one obtains the gauge invariant result [9, 10]
m
2
e
(T ) = m
2
e;0
 
1 +
p
6
2
g(T )
m
e
m
e;0

log
2m
e
m
m
 
1
2

+O(g
2
)
!
: (2.26)
As the magnetic mass appearing here is expected to be of O(g
2
T ), the next-to-
leading order correction is O(g ln g).
2.3.2 The W-Mass in the SU(2)-Gauge-Higgs Model
In the symmetric phase of the SU(2)-gauge-Higgs model the vacuum expectation
value of the Higgs eld vanishes, v = 0. As a consequence, the tree-level mass of
the W -boson, m
2
W;0
=
g
2
4
v
2
, is also zero. On the other hand it is generally believed
that in the symmetric phase a W -boson mass of the order O(g
2
T ) is generated
non-perturbatively.
A solution to this problem was proposed in [28] for the eective 3-dimensional model.
The starting point is a coupled set of gap equations for the W -boson mass and the
Higgs boson mass,
m
2
W;0
= m
2
W
  m
2
W
; m
2
H;0
= m
2
H
  m
2
H
: (2.27)
m
W
and m
H
are the masses that enter the propagators of the loop expansion, m
2
W
and m
2
H
are treated perturbatively as counter terms, and m
W;0
and m
H;0
are the
tree-level masses given in (4.2).
Using resummed PT at one-loop order, the authors in [28] derive from (2.27) for
Landau gauge the following set of equations:
v(
2
+ 
3
v
2
) =
3
16
g
3
 
4m
2
W
+
m
3
H
m
W
!
; (2.28)
m
2
W
=
g
2
3
4
v
2
+m
W
g
2
3
f(z) ; (2.29)
m
2
H
= 
2
+ 3
3
v
2
+m
H
g
2
3
F (z) ; (2.30)
with z = m
W
=m
H
. The functions f and F are dened by
f(z) 
1


63
64
ln 3 
1
8
+
1
32 z
3
 
1
32 z
2
 
1
16 z
 

1
64 z
4
 
1
16 z
2
+
1
8

ln(1 + 2z)

; (2.31)
F (z) 
1


 

3
32
+
9
64
ln 3

1
z
2
+
3
16 z
 
3
8
z
 

3
8
z
2
 
3
16
+
3
64 z
2

ln
2 z + 1
2 z   1

: (2.32)
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Based on the parameterization of the lattice action used in [28], the relation between
the renormalized mass parameter  and the so-called hopping parameter  (see
Chap. 4) is given by the following two-loop relation [49, 40],

2
g
4
3
=

2
3
8
 
1
2
  3 + (L)
3

3
 
1 +
4
3
g
2
3
!!
+
1
16
2
2
4
0
@
51
16
+
9
3
g
2
3
  12
 

3
g
2
3
!
2
1
A
 
ln
3
3
2
+ 0:09
!
+ 5:0 + 5:2

3
g
2
3
3
5
: (2.33)
(L) is a geometrical factor which depends slightly on the size of the lattice,
(N
1
; N
2
; N
3
) =
1
4N
1
N
2
N
3
N
i
?1
X
n
i
=0
0

sin
2
n
1
N
1
+ sin
2
n
2
N
2
+ sin
2
n
3
N
3

?1
: (2.34)
The prime at the sum indicates that the n
1
= n
2
= n
3
= 0 point should be left out.
For example, Eq. (2.34) yields for a lattice with innite volume (1) = 0:252731.
One can now solve the coupled set of equations (2.28) - (2.30) numerically to de-
termine v=g
3
, m
W
=g
2
3
and m
H
=g
2
3
as functions of 
2
=g
4
3
or, under consideration of
Eq. (2.33), as functions of . We have performed this analysis and discuss the re-
sult in Sec. 5.2 where we compare it with the data that we have obtained from our
numerical simulation.
Chapter 3
Pure SU(2) Gauge Theory
A Monte Carlo investigation of screening masses in full QCD is extremely time con-
suming. As one has to extract the masses from the exponential decay of correlation
functions at large spatial distance, lattices with a typical extend of N
s
 32 are
needed. To save computer time, it is possible to investigate the theory of strong
interaction in a rst approximation without taking dynamical quarks into account.
In this case one is dealing with pure SU(N
c
) gauge theory.
The second simplication step is to reduce the number of colours from N
c
= 3 to 2.
This accelerates a numerical investigation a lot. Both the update of the gauge eld
and the gauge xing algorithm need much less CPU time in this case. However,
the cost of performing calculations only in pure SU(2) lattice gauge theory are the
results themselves. Strictly spoken, they do not have any physical meaning. But
SU(2) possesses, as the smallest, non-abelian, unitary group, qualitatively the same
properties as SU(3), i.e. asymptotic freedom and connement. Therefore SU(2)
studies are very important to get a quick insight into complex structures of strong
interactions. It is, of course, important to try to reproduce qualitatively results
obtained from SU(2) gauge theory afterwards also in SU(3) gauge theory.
But SU(2) gauge theory is not only a very simple model for studies concerning
the strong interaction. It can also be seen as a limiting case of the SU(2)-gauge-
Higgs model which will be introduced in the next chapter. Tuning the hopping
parameter towards zero, ! 0, the gauge and the Higgs elds decouple. Therefore
the corresponding action describes two independent elds, i.e. the gauge eld and
the -eld. In fact, we have used this feature in Sec. 5.2 where we compare the
W -boson screening mass at  < 
c
with the magnetic screening mass from SU(2)
gauge theory.
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A lattice investigation of SU(2) gauge theory rst of all requires a lattice regular-
ized version of the continuum action. In general the Wilson action is used which
is presented in the next section. To get some control over discretization errors one
can in addition perform calculation with so-called improved actions. One of them, a
tree-level Symanzik improved action, is also listed. As we are interested in the tem-
perature behaviour of the screening masses we need to have a precise determination
of the connection between the gauge coupling and the temperature. This is provided
in Sec. 3.2. In the last section of this chapter we nally discuss the deconnement
phase transition.
3.1 Wilson and Symanzik Improved Actions
The naive discretization of the continuum action of pure SU(2) gauge theory gives
the Wilson action,
S
W
=

2
X
11
TrU
11
with  =
4
g
2
; (3.1)
where the sum runs over all elementary 1  1 plaquettes U
11
, see Fig. 3.1. As
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Figure 3.1: The plaquette and the 1 2 Wilson loop.
already mentioned in the introduction to this chapter, we have also used a tree-
level Symanzik improved action in order to get some control over the inuence of
discretization errors caused by the nite lattice spacing a. A possibility to remove
systematic O(a
2
) errors in the lattice Wilson action is to replace (3.1) with
S
I
=

2
0
@
5
3
X
11
TrU
11
 
1
12
X
12
TrU
12
1
A
: (3.2)
The second sum now runs over all planar 1  2 Wilson loops U
12
. To distinguish
the couplings we will denote in the following the Wilson action coupling by 
W
and
the coupling for the Symanzik improved case by 
I
.
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With these actions we now have two tools at hand to analyse cut-o dependences
of our results. The rst method is to use only one action and perform simulations
on lattices with dierent sizes. In this work, for example, we present Wilson action
data from lattices of size 32
2
 64  8 and 32
3
 4. For the second method one has
to work with a xed lattice size and compare the results obtained from the dierent
actions. To realize this idea, we simulated the Symanzik improved action also on
the N

= 4 lattice.
In order to quantify the inuence of the non-zero cut-o at nite temperature one
should, of course, compare calculations at the same physical temperature, T 
1=(N

a). Furthermore, an accurate determination of the temperature scale is needed
for analyzing observables that are expected to depend on a running coupling, g(T ),
like the screening masses. We thus present in the following section the determination
of temperature scales for both actions.
3.2 Determination of the Temperature Scale
The problem to relate the temperature T to the coupling  is equivalent to the task
of nding the dependence of the lattice spacing a on the bare coupling g
2
. We follow
here the approach outlined in [50]. In order to take into account the violations of
asymptotic scaling in the coupling regime of interest, we use the general ansatz
a
L
= R(g
2
)  (g
2
) with (3.3)
R(g
2
) = exp
"
 
b
1
2 b
2
0
ln(b
0
g
2
) 
1
2 b
0
g
2
#
; (3.4)
b
0
=
11N
c
48
2
; b
1
=
34
3

N
c
16
2

2
: (3.5)
The function (g
2
) parameterizes the asymptotic scaling violations. For this we use
an exponential ansatz
(g
2
) = exp
"
1
2 b
2
0

d
1
g
2
+ d
2
g
4
+ d
3
g
6
+ : : :

#
: (3.6)
Using T = 1=(N

a) we obtain from Eq. (3.3)
1
N

R(g
2
c
)
= (g
2
c
)
T
c

L
: (3.7)
Here g
2
c
is the value of the bare coupling at the critical temperature T
c
of the decon-
nement phase transition at given N

. Using results for g
2
c
(N

) [51, 52] the function
(g
2
c
) is obtained from a t where T
c
=
L
is an additional free parameter.
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Based on the Wilson action data for g
2
c
summarized in [51], the best t in [50] is
given by the parameterization d
1
= d
2
= d
n>3
= 0. Their t results are d
3
=
5:529(63)  10
?4
and (T
c
=
L
)
W
= 21:45(14).
For the Symanzik improved action we have performed a similar t, using the critical
couplings computed in [52] for N

 4. Our best parameterization is given by
d
1
= d
n>2
= 0, and our t results are d
2
= 5:12(18)  10
?4
and (T
c
=
L
)
I
= 4:94(11).
The t can also be seen in Fig. 3.2.
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Figure 3.2: The critical temperature 1=(N

R(g
2
)) vs. 4=g
2
for N

= 2; : : : ; 8. The
data for g
?2
c
(N

) are taken from [52]. The solid line is a spline interpolation of the
data, the dashed-dotted line is obtained from a t for N

 4.
For the ratios of -parameter we use the perturbatively calculated values, i.e.

L;I
=
L;W
= 4:13089(1) [53] and 
MS
=
L;W
= 19:82314 [54]. Then we nd for
the critical temperature a result which, within 5%, coincides with the previously
determined continuum extrapolation for the Wilson action
T
c

MS
=

1:08 0:01 standard Wilson action [50]
1:03 0:03 tree-level improved (1,2)-action
: (3.8)
In the following, we will use an averaged value of T
c
=
MS
= 1:06.
We nally need to extract the temperature in units of the critical temperature at
given N

. This is given by
T
T
c
=
R(g
2
c
)  (g
2
c
)
R(g
2
)  (g
2
)
: (3.9)
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Using Eq. (3.9), the t results for  and the critical couplings from [51, 52], we
can now relate the temperature T to the coupling  = 4=g
2
. The results for the
couplings used in our analysis are listed in Tab. 3.1. The good agreement found
N

= 4 N

= 8 N

= 4

W
T=T
c

W
T=T
c

I
T=T
c
2.512 2.004 2.74 2.007 1.92 1.984
2.643 3.002 2.88 3.031 2.063 3.031
2.74 4.013 2.97 3.929 2.152 3.923
2.88 6.062 3.12 6.016 2.30 5.979
2.955 7.527 3.20 7.530 2.382 7.528
3.023 9.143 3.27 9.151 2.452 9.149
3.219 15.88 3.47 15.89 2.652 15.88
3.743 66.78 4.00 66.71 3.183 66.68
4.24 253.5 4.50 253.3 3.684 253.2
4.738 953.1 5.00 953.9 4.185 954.0
5.238 3581 5.50 3578 4.685 3572
5.737 13383 6.00 13401 5.186 13393
Table 3.1: Relations between the couplings and the temperatures.
from this analysis for T
c
=
MS
calculated with two dierent actions suggests that our
temperature scale is of similar accuracy.
3.3 The Deconnement Phase Transition
One of the characteristic features of QCD is the deconnement phase transition.
Below a critical temperature T
c
quarks and gluons can only exist in colourless,
bounded states. This situation changes dramatically in the high temperature range
(and/or at very high pressure). In this phase one expects the existence of a quark
gluon plasma (see for example [55]). This is a medium in which both quarks and
gluons behave like free, unbounded particles. It is known for a long time that pure
SU(N
c
) gauge theory also possesses this phase transition. Studies of the heavy quark
potential, using Polyakov Loop correlation functions, have shown that quarks are
asymptotic free (at small distances) and conned (at large separations) below T
c
,
whereas they decouple above T
c
, see Eq. (2.8). The order of the phase transition was
also investigated in much detail. In [56] it was proposed that the phase transition
of pure SU(N
c
) gauge theory lies in the same universality class as the corresponding
transitions of Z
N
c
spin systems of the same spatial dimension. Therefore the decon-
nement phase transition is of second order for pure SU(2) gauge theory [57] (as for
28 CHAPTER 3. PURE SU(2) GAUGE THEORY
the Ising model) and of rst order for N
c
= 3 [58, 59] (as for the three-state Potts
model). In the case of N
c
= 2 the critical exponents were veried up to very high
accuracy in [60]. Within errors, they coincide with the corresponding exponents
from the 3-dimensional Ising model [61].
The order parameter of the deconnement phase transition is the Polyakov loop,
L(~x) 
N

Y
x
4
=1
U
4
(~x; x
4
) : (3.10)
Let us consider the following global Z(N
c
) rotation of all time like link variables at
xed x
4
,
U
4
(~x; x
4
)! U
0
4
(~x; x
4
) = z U
4
(~x; x
4
) with z 2 Z(N
c
) : (3.11)
Whereas the actions (3.1) and (3.2) are invariant under the transformation (3.11),
the Polyakov loop is not,
L(~x)! zL(~x) : (3.12)
Therefore the expectation value of the averaged Polyakov loop,
hLi =
1
N
3
s
1
N
c
*
X
~n
Tr L(~n)
+
; (3.13)
vanishes in the phase with the global Z(N
c
) symmetry and acquires a nite value in
the symmetry broken phase,
hLi = 0 for T < T
c
; (3.14)
hLi 6= 0 for T > T
c
: (3.15)
It was shown in [43] that hLi = 0 corresponds to a system with an isolated quark
with innite free energy. Therefore the phase with hLi = 0 describes connement.
On the other hand, the isolated quark system is of nite free energy at hLi 6= 0, i.e.
in the deconnement phase.
Chapter 4
The SU(2)-Gauge-Higgs Model
4.1 The 4-dimensional Model
The electroweak sector of the SM is described by a SU(2)
U(1) gauge theory. Let us
denote the coupling of the SU(2) gauge eld by g and the one of the U(1) gauge eld
by g
0
, respectively. The relation between both couplings is given by the Weinberg
angle, g
0
=g = tan . By experiment,  is known to be relatively small, sin
2
 ' 0:23.
Therefore one can neglect in a rst approximation the contribution of the U(1) gauge
eld.
Furthermore, the quarks and leptons are coupled very weakly to the Higgs eld,
with the top quark coupling being a possible exception. As a consequence, one can
also neglect the contribution of dynamical fermions.
Both simplications result in the SU(2)-gauge-Higgs model [4]. It describes the
interaction of a complex scalar doublet eld with the SU(2) gauge eld and is a
quite good approximation to the electroweak sector of the SM.
We present now the lattice discretized action of the SU(2)-gauge-Higgs model, which
is originally formulated in three space and one time dimension:
S
4d
=

2
P
11
TrU
11
+
1
2
P
x
P
4
=1
Tr
y
(x)U

(x)(x+ ^)
 
1
2
P
x
1
2
Tr
y
(x)(x) 

4
P
x

1
2
Tr
y
(x)(x)

2
: (4.1)
As in the case of pure gauge theory,  = 4=g
2
denotes the coupling of the SU(2) gauge
eld. It should, however, not be confused with the coupling used in Eq. (3.1). U
11
is again an elementary plaquette, and (x) describes the complex Higgs doublet
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according to Eq. (2.15). The coupling  is the hopping parameter. The quartic
coupling  is related to the T = 0 tree-level masses of the Higgs boson (m
H;0
) and
of the W-bosons (m
W;0
) by
 =
1
8
m
2
H;0
m
2
W;0
g
2
with m
2
H;0
= 2v
2
and m
2
W;0
=
g
2
4
v
2
: (4.2)
At this point, the most straightforward way would be to perform calculations using
the action (4.1). But this is not without problems [62]. As the 4d theory is not
super-renormalizable it contains ultraviolet divergences in any order of PT. There-
fore the scaling behaviour, which is needed to relate the lattice and the continuum
parameters, becomes quite complicated. This problem disappears in the dimen-
sional reduced 3d theory. Because of its super-renormalizable property only one-
and two-loop graphs are divergent.
In addition, the dimensional reduced theory has another advantage over the 4d
theory. After integrating out the heavy modes, i.e. the A
0
eld, the 3d theory
contains only one essential mass or energy scale, m
Q
 g
2
T . On the other hand,
the unreduced theory contains two additional mass scales, the temperature T and
the Debye (or electric) screening mass m
D
 gT .
4.2 Dimensional Reduction and the Eective
3-dimensional Model
In this section we will briey outline the idea of dimensional reduction within the
SU(2)-gauge-Higgs model and quote the most important results. For a detailed
discussion of this topic we refer to [62, 63, 64] and references therein.
The electroweak theory in the parameter space of interest is characterized by a weak
coupling, g
2
 1. Therefore the theory involves several mass scales,
T  m
D
 gT  m
Q
 g
2
T : (4.3)
As we are interested in infrared physics, the mass scale m
Q
 g
2
T plays a dominant
role.
The next thing one has to take into account is the Euclidean path integral formula-
tion of the eld theory. Let us start with the continuum expression of the bosonic
1
1
As we are dealing only with bosonic elds we will neglect anti-periodic fermionic elds in the
discussion. Of course, dimensional reduction works also in this case.
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partition function
Z =
Z
per
DA

DD
y
exp
n
 S[A

;;
y
]
o
(4.4)
with periodic boundary conditions
A

(~x; 0) = A

(~x; 1=T ) ; (~x; 0) = (~x; 1=T ) : (4.5)
The action is given by an integral over the Lagrange density,
S[A

;;
y
] =
Z
1
T
0
d
Z
V
d~x L(A

;;
y
) : (4.6)
From expression (4.6) one can see that at very high temperature the length of the
 -integration becomes very narrow. For the lattice regularized version of (4.6) this
has the consequence that the extend of the  -direction of the lattice is small. This
suggests that the important features of the theory might be described by an eective
theory in three dimensions.
Due to the nite length of the  -integration and the condition (4.5), the elds can
be expanded in Fourier series. The propagators of the Fourier or Matsubara modes
are of the form [
~
k
2
+ m
2
0
+ (2nT )
2
]
?1
, which means that the non-static modes
(n = 1;2; : : :) acquire a mass 2nT . Because of relation (4.3) these masses are
heavy compared to the infrared mass scale m
Q
. As a consequence, they can be
integrated out perturbatively, using m
Q
=(T ) as an expansion parameter.
At this point, the preliminary result is an eective 3-dimensional theory which con-
sists of the SU(2) gauge eld, the fundamental Higgs eld and an adjoint Higgs
eld. The latter is the remnant of the temporal component of the 4-dimensional
gauge eld and has a mass  gT . As this is larger than the infrared mass scale
m
Q
, it can also be integrated out perturbatively. The remaining result is an action
which is very similar to its 4-dimensional counterpart (4.1). Of course, the sum
over the directions is now restricted to the three spatial directions. The eective
3-dimensional action is
S
3d
=

3
2
P
11
TrU
11
+
1
2
P
x
P
3
i=1
Tr
y
(x)U
i
(x)(x+
^
i )
 
1
2
P
x
1
2
Tr
y
(x)(x) 

3
4
P
x

1
2
Tr
y
(x)(x)

2
: (4.7)
The relation of the three dimensionless lattice couplings 
3
; 
3
and  to the couplings
of the original T = 0, SU(2)-gauge-Higgs model is given by the following sequence
of equations [16]:

3
=
4
g
2
3

; g
2
3
= g
2
0
@
1 
g
20
s
5
6
1
A
; (4.8)
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
3
=
0
@
 
9
320
s
5
6
g
3
1
A
 ; (4.9)
1

= m
2
a
2
+ 6 (4.10)
+
0
@
3
16
g
2
+
1
2
  
3g
3
16
s
5
6
1
A

2
 (L)
0
@
3
2
g
2
+ 6  
15 g
3
32
s
5
6
1
A
:
We remark that Eq. (4.10) is based on our parameterization of the lattice action,
Eq. (4.7). It corresponds to relation (2.33) for the parameterization used in [28].
m represents the renormalizedmass parameter of the original theory. The parameter
  aT controls the temperature dependence and involves the lattice spacing which
has to be chosen appropriately. One expects that  ' 1 works ne.
To summarize, the set of equations (4.7) - (2.34) presents a powerful tool to perform
non-perturbative lattice calculations of the eective 3-dimensional SU(2)-gauge-
Higgs model. They both give the action which has to be simulated and tell how to
relate the results to the original, 4-dimensional T = 0 theory.
4.3 The Electroweak Phase Transition
One of the main features of the electroweak sector of the standard model is the
occurrence of the electroweak phase transition. In the low temperature phase ( >

c
) one has an innite number of states with absolute minima in the potential which
are all lying on a circle. By choosing one particular state as the ground state one
explicitly breaks this rotational symmetry (Higgs mechanism). At high temperatures
( < 
c
) the situation changes. The potential now has only one absolute minimum
and therefore the symmetry is restored.
The strength of this phase transition strongly depends on the couplings  and .
Let us assume a xed value of  which resembles continuum physics, i.e.  = O(10).
Then the phase transition is of rst order for small values of . This is indicated
in Fig. 4.1 by the solid line. It seperates the Higgs phase, in which the electroweak
symmetry is broken ( > 
c
resp. T < T
c
), from the connement phase ( < 
c
resp.
T > T
c
). The strength of the rst order nature decreases with increasing . At a
particular 
c
the phase transition becomes too weak and we are left with a crossover,
the lled circle in Fig. 4.1 and the region to its right. We note that, using relation
(4.2), the critical -parameter can be transformed into a critical value of the T = 0
Higgs mass, m
H;c
. Whereas the critical line can not be calculated analytically, the
situation is dierent at  = 0. Here the system has a Gaussian xed point, and the
critical hopping parameter is 1=(2
c
) = 2 d.
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Figure 4.1: The phase structure of the d-dimensional SU(2)-gauge-Higgs model at
 = O(10).
For a better understanding of the SU(2)-gauge-Higgs model it is necessary to deter-
mine 
c
. The \classical" methods are, for example, to calculate the 
2
-susceptibility
or the so-called Binder-cumulants. All these methods start in the phase with small
 and determine if the phase transition is still of rst order at the  under consid-
eration. However, these ansatze become unreliable in the region of interest, i.e. close
to 
c
.
In this work we prefer an alternative way that investigates the theory in the crossover
region, i.e. at large values of  resp. of 
3
in the case of three dimensions. As
the critical Higgs mass was roughly known to be m
H;c
' 70   80 GeV, we have
investigated the SU(2)-gauge-Higgs model at 
3
= 0:0485458, 0.0523100, 0.0668478
and 0.0830965. Assuming a zero temperature W -mass of m
W
= 80:6 GeV, these
values correspond to m
H
' 77 GeV, 80 GeV, 90 GeV and 100 GeV. In addition, we
have also performed one simulation at a value of 
3
which is known to lie in regime
where the phase transition is strongly of rst order, 
3
= 0:0283650, corresponding
to m
H
' 60 GeV. We will now present the method that we have used to determine

3;c
. The idea is to continue the partition function Z analytically into the complex
plane as a function of the complex hopping parameter . Then one analyses the
Fisher or Lee-Yang zeros [65] of Z. To get an impression of the behaviour of Z in the
complex -plane, we show in Fig. 4.2 lines with Re(Z()) = 0 and Im(Z()) = 0,
respectively. The intersections of these lines give, of course, Z() = 0.
Let us denote the lowest zero of the partition function Z with z
0
, i.e. Z(z
0
) = 0 with
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Figure 4.2: Zeros of the partition function at 
3
= 0:0523100 on a 32
3
lattice. A '+'
refers to Re(Z()) = 0, a 'x' refers to Im(Z()) = 0. The right picture is a blowup
of the region around the lowest zero of Z.
jz
0
j = minfjj ; Z() = 0 ;  complexg. Inspired by the high temperature phase of
the Ising model, we expect in the vicinity of the critical end-point the scaling law
Im(z
0
) = CN
?1=~
s
+R(
3
) : (4.11)
Eq. (4.11) is based on the fact that for a rst order phase transition the lowest zero
z
0
must be completely real in the thermodynamic limit. For this case one therefore
needs R = 0. On the other hand, R > 0 indicates that, at a given 
3
, the system
has only a crossover.
Our strategy to localize the end-point is to determine the value of 
3
at which
the regular contribution R to the scaling law vanishes, R(
3;c
) = 0. In Tab. 4.1
and Fig. 4.3 we display Im(z
0
) vs. N
s
for various values of 
3
. The dashed line in
Fig. 4.3 has the parameters ~ = 1=3 and R = 0, corresponding to a rst order phase
transition. As expected, the data at 
3
= 0:0283650 are consistent with this curve.
The solid curves in Fig. 4.3 represent ts in the regime of interest, 
3
 0:0485458,
with the scaling law (4.11). For these ts we assume an universal exponent ~ for all
four values of 
3
. From a t over all datasets we obtain ~ = 0:417(6) with 
2
=dof =
0:76. The t results for the regular parts are listet in Tab. 4.2. As expected, they
increase with increasing 
3
. This behaviour can also be seen in Fig. 4.4 in which
the constant R is displayed as function of 
3
. The data are consistent with a linear
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
3
=
0.0283650 0.0485458 0.0523100 0.0668478 0.0830965
N
s
Im(z
0
)=10
?4
Im(z
0
)=10
?4
Im(z
0
)=10
?4
Im(z
0
)=10
?4
Im(z
0
)=10
?4
8 4.390(52) { { { {
10 2.691(27) { { { {
12 1.774(40) { { { {
16 0.787(11) 1.598(8) 1.744(17) 2.298(30) 2.874(38)
20 0.426(4) 0.937(20) 1.033(10) 1.418(16) 1.906(30)
22 { { { { 1.602(51)
24 { 0.617(11) 0.712(13) 1.030(21) {
28 { 0.430(8) 0.496(11) 0.784(16) 1.086(30)
32 { 0.309(4) 0.377(7) 0.668(26) 0.940(22)
36 { 0.240(8) 0.296(9) { {
40 { 0.192(4) 0.248(12) 0.442(24) 0.811(101)
48 { 0.124(7) 0.172(9) 0.414(61) 0.565(67)
Table 4.1: Imaginary parts of the lowest zeroes of the partition function.

3
R
0.0485458 0:97(84)  10
?6
0.0523100 0:56(9)  10
?5
0.0668478 0:25(2)  10
?4
0.0830965 0:47(3)  10
?4
Table 4.2: Regular parts of the t results acc. to (4.11).
dependence on 
3
and the t results into 
3;c
= 0:04795(52) which corresponds to a
critical Higgs-mass of approximately m
H;c
= 75:7(4) GeV. We note that this value
is slightly shifted by a very recent investigation [18]. The authors obtain there as a
preliminary result 
3;c
= 0:04812(12) and m
H;c
= 75:8(1) GeV, respectively.
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Figure 4.3: Imaginary parts of the lowest zeroes of the partition function.
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Figure 4.4: The determination of 
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.
Chapter 5
Screening Masses - Numerical
Results
5.1 Gluon Screening Masses in Pure SU(2) Gauge
Theory
5.1.1 Screening Masses from the Gluon Propagator
In [20] we performed a rst analysis of the behaviour of the electric and magnetic
screening masses in Landau gauge. The results are summarized in [21] and [22].
Whereas in these works we had calculated the gluon propagator only at vanishing
momentum, we extended the analysis in [15] to nite momenta. Furthermore we
used in [13]-[15] temperatures very much higher than in [20]-[22] in order to possibly
get in closer contact with perturbation theory. Finally, we used in addition to
the Wilson action in [13]-[15] also the in Sec. 3.1 introduced tree-level Symanzik
improved action. In this section we summarize the results from [13]-[15].
In Sec. 2.2.1 we have given the relations between the energies in the electric and
magnetic sectors and gluonic correlation functions, Eqs. (2.3) and (2.4). To extract
the screening masses we use the dispersion relation between energy, screening mass
and momentum, which on the lattice has the form
sinh
2
aE
i
2
= sinh
2
am
i
2
+ 
3
X
j=1
sin
2
ap
j
2
; i = e; m : (5.1)
In (5.1) we have introduced a factor  which parameterizes deviations from a free
particle dispersion relation (  1) introduced by a thermal medium.
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Using T = 1=(N

a) we can now compute the screening masses in units of the tem-
perature, m
i
=T with i = e; m. We have performed simulations using the Wilson
action on lattices of sizes 32
3
4 and 32
2
648 and using the tree-level Symanzik im-
proved action on a 32
3
4 lattice. At each value of the gauge coupling we performed
measurements on at least 1000 congurations, see Tab. 5.1. Two consecutive cong-
32
3
 4 32
2
 64 8 32
3
 4

W
# meas. 
W
# meas. 
I
# meas.
2.512 2000 2.74 1220 1.92 2000
2.643 2000 2.88 1000 2.063 2000
2.74 2000 2.97 1000 2.152 2000
2.88 2000 3.12 1000 2.30 2000
2.955 2000 3.20 1000 2.382 2000
3.023 2000 3.27 1440 2.452 2000
3.219 2000 3.47 1140 2.652 2000
3.743 2000 4.00 1000 3.183 2000
4.24 2000 4.50 1160 3.684 2000
4.738 2000 5.00 1000 4.185 2000
5.238 2000 5.50 1000 4.685 2000
5.737 2000 6.00 1000 5.186 2000
Table 5.1: Number of measurements (pure SU(2) gauge theory).
urations were separated by at least 10 update iterations, and each update consists
of at least four overrelaxation sweeps, followed by one heatbath sweep.
From the exponential decay of the gluon correlation functions G
e
and G
m
we extract
the screening masses. A rather technical problem is the procedure to select a reliable
t range in which G
e
(p
?
; x
3
) and G
m
(p
?
; x
3
) (see (2.3) and (2.4)) can be tted
to extract the energies in the electric and magnetic sectors. This is described in
App. A.1.
The results for the screening masses (from the ~p = 0 measurements) and the energies
(~p 6= 0) are listed in Tabs. 5.2 and 5.3 respectively.
Zero Momentum Results
Let us rst discuss the electric screening mass, extracted from the measurements at
vanishing momentum ~p = 0. In Fig. 5.1 we show m
e
=T for both types of actions
and the two dierent lattices we have used. One can see at once that, within errors,
m
e
=T does not dier signicantly for the three sets. Even the tree-level Symanzik
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Wilson action, 32
2
 64  8 lattice

W
m
e
(T )=T m
m
(T )=T 
W
m
e
(T )=T m
m
(T )=T
2.74 2.39(11) 2.01(29) 3.47 1.62(4) 0.92(7)
2.88 1.95(4) 1.24(4) 4.00 1.62(8) 0.66(3)
2.97 1.91(7) 1.15(4) 4.50 1.55(5) 0.61(2)
3.12 1.92(9) 1.23(14) 5.00 1.41(3) 0.52(3)
3.20 1.92(10) 1.09(10) 5.50 1.27(5) 0.42(2)
3.27 1.93(6) 1.03(5) 6.00 1.26(5) 0.37(2)
Table 5.2: Electric and magnetic screening masses from G
e
(k
1
= 0) and G
m
(k
1
= 0).
improved action, which cures discretization errors of O(a
2
) in the action, does not
shift the electric screening mass in any direction. This makes clear that ultraviolet
modes do not contribute signicantly to the screening mass. As a consequence, we
have analysed all three data sets together.
Fig. 5.1 shows that m
e
=T only depends very weakly on the temperature for small
values of the coupling , corresponding to temperatures less than about 10T
c
. A
constant t in this temperature range yields m
e
(T )=T = 1:938(15). This behaviour
is qualitatively similar to what we have observed in [22]. For temperatures 1:3T
c
<
T < 16T
c
we found in [22] m
e
(T )=T = 2:484(52). The dierence between these
values arises from dierent methods of extracting the screening masses. Whereas
in this work we performed correlated ts of the gluon correlation functions over
variable t ranges (see App. A.1), we obtained m
e
and m
m
in [22] from uncorrelated
ts in the xed range zT  1. Our new method results in screening masses which
are up to 20% smaller. Since it accounts for possible correlations in the data, the
results should be more reliable.
A constant behaviour of m
e
=T is also observed in a very recent study of SU(2) gauge
theory in the axial gauge. Demanding magnetic stability of the theory, the authors
in [66] nd in the temperature range from T = 4T
c
up to T = 16T
c
approximately
m
e
=T ' 0:84. A modication of their perturbative calculation shifts this value
slightly higher, m
e
=T ' 1:1. Even if this agrees on a qualitative level with our
result, we want to point out that, similar to our rst analysis [22], the temperature
range under investigation is too narrow in [66] to rule out the expected gT -behaviour
of m
e
.
In contrast to [22] we have calculated m
e
now also at very high temperatures (up
to T  13400T
c
; see Tab. 3.1). From this analysis it becomes evident that m
e
=T
runs with T . Since this is expected from perturbation theory it is meaningful to test
whether perturbative predictions also work quantitatively.
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Wilson action, 32
3
 4 lattice
E
e
(~p; T )=T , extracted from

W
G
e
(k
1
=0) G
e
(k
1
=1) G
e
(k
1
=2)
2.512 2.14(11) 2.71(18) 2.46(5)
2.643 2.24(9) 2.28(8) 2.34(4)
2.74 1.94(5) 2.13(5) 2.33(7)
2.88 2.03(7) 2.03(4) 2.33(5)
2.955 1.87(4) 1.94(4) 2.27(5)
3.023 2.10(14) 2.12(13) 2.25(4)
3.219 1.80(7) 1.93(5) 2.03(3)
3.743 1.58(3) 1.78(7) 1.94(2)
4.24 1.64(8) 1.55(3) 2.01(4)
4.738 1.33(3) 1.51(4) 1.91(8)
5.238 1.19(2) 1.40(3) 1.83(4)
5.737 1.26(3) 1.35(4) 1.83(4)
Symanzik action, 32
3
 4 lattice
E
e
(~p; T )=T , extracted from

I
G
e
(k
1
=0) G
e
(k
1
=1) G
e
(k
1
=2)
1.92 2.10(6) 2.18(5) 2.36(4)
2.063 1.96(5) 2.17(5) 2.36(4)
2.152 2.08(8) 2.04(5) 2.23(5)
2.30 1.76(3) 1.95(4) 2.91(26)
2.382 2.01(11) 2.00(4) 2.54(9)
2.452 1.70(5) 2.04(9) 2.21(5)
2.652 1.72(6) 1.53(21) 2.05(3)
3.183 1.69(8) 1.61(2) 2.13(11)
3.684 1.44(8) 1.75(6) 1.94(2)
4.185 1.50(6) 1.30(1) 1.85(4)
4.685 1.19(6) 1.45(7) 1.74(2)
5.186 1.31(8) 1.29(4) 1.77(5)
Table 5.3: Energies from the electric sector of gluon correlation functions.
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Figure 5.1: Electric screening masses in units of the temperature vs. T=T
c
from
simulations with Wilson action on 32
2
648 (lled squares) and 32
3
4 (open
squares) lattices and with Symanzik action on a 32
3
4 lattice (open circles). The
dashed line is the tree-level result (2.24), the dashed-dotted line is a self consistent
determination of m
e
, using (2.26). The other lines are one parameter ts, using
ansatz (5.4) (solid line, for T  9T
c
) and ansatz (5.6) (dotted line, for T  250T
c
)
respectively.
At lowest order perturbation theory for two colour degrees of freedom and without
taking dynamical quarks into account, the electric mass is given by the well known
relation (2.24). For the running coupling we use the 2-loop formula
g
?2
(T ) =
11
12
2
ln


+
17
44
2
ln

2 ln



(5.2)
with  = 2T being the lowest lying Matsubara frequency. Hence
g
?2
(T ) =
11
12
2

ln
T
T
c
+ ln
2T
c


+
17
44
2
ln

2

ln
T
T
c
+ ln
2T
c


: (5.3)
We start the discussion of our data with a comparison with the perturbative result
(2.24), which is shown in Fig. 5.1 as a dashed line. The numerical data for m
e
are lying about 60% above the lowest order perturbative result (2.24). However,
the functional dependence of the electric mass on the temperature seems to be well
described by m
e
 gT .
To verify the temperature dependence of the electric mass quantitatively, we have
performed several ts of m
e
=T vs. ln(T=T
c
) for temperatures T  9T
c
. In our one
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parameter ts we x the -parameter appearing in the temperature dependent run-
ning coupling to 
MS
and therefore use the MC-result for T
c
=
MS
, i.e. T
c
=
MS
= 1:06
(see page 26). In those cases where we parameterize the screening masses only by its
leading g
2
-dependence the eect of higher order corrections can be partially taken
into account in a modication of the -parameter. We, therefore, also performed
two parameter ts with a free ratio 
t
=
MS
.
The rst t ansatz we use is
 
m
e
(T )
T
!
2
= A
t
g
2
(T ) : (5.4)
The results obtained with this ansatz are summarized in Tab. 5.4. They again reect
1-parameter t 2-parameter t
A
t
1.69(2) A
t
1.92(9)

t
=
MS
1 
t
=
MS
0.33(13)

2
=dof 4.51 
2
=dof 4.14
Table 5.4: Fit results of (m
e
(T )=T )
2
, extracted from gluon correlation functions at
zero momentum, using the t ansatz (5.4).
that the lowest order perturbative result (2.24) does not describe the data very well.
The t parameter A
t
is much bigger than the theoretical value 2=3. The solid line
shown in Fig. 5.1 is the result from the one parameter t. It shows, as noted above,
that at least the variation of m
e
=T with the temperature is well described by ansatz
(5.4). However, the temperatures we have used are apparently still too low to get
in contact with lowest order perturbation theory.
To test the next-to-leading order result (2.26) we also determined the ratio m
e
=m
m
and especially the magnetic mass. We were only able to extract a reliable result
for m
m
for the lattice with spatial extension N
3
= 64. On the smaller lattice the
local screening masses m
m
(x
3
; T ) do not reach a plateau (see App. A.1). Therefore
the ts of the correlation function G
m
were quite poor, i.e. had a large 
2
. As the
electric screening masses obtained from dierent actions and lattice sizes do not
show any signicant dierence, we expect that also the magnetic mass does not
show a signicant ultraviolet cut-o dependence.
In Fig. 5.2(a) we show the electric and magnetic screening masses, obtained from
the Wilson action simulation on the 32
2
 64  8 lattice. Fig. 5.2(b) gives the
squared ratio (m
e
=m
m
)
2
. Our data strongly suggest a temperature dependence of
the form (m
e
=m
m
)
2
 g
?2
(T ), which is in agreement with the general expectation
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Figure 5.2: Electric and magnetic screening masses in units of the temperature (a)
and squared ratio of the masses (b) vs. T=T
c
. Data are obtained from simulations
on a 32
2
648 lattice using the Wilson action.
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m
m
(T )  g
2
(T )T . We therefore performed a t according to
 
m
e
(T )
m
m
(T )
!
2
= C
t
g
?2
(T ) : (5.5)
A two parameter t in the range T  2T
c
yields C
t
= 9:16(69), 
t
=
MS
= 2:42(64)
with 
2
=dof = 0:79. Fixing the -parameter to 
MS
, a one parameter t results in
C
t
= 7:46(27) and 
2
=dof = 1:35. In Fig. 5.2(b) we have shown the two parameter
t.
With these results at hand we are now able to check the next-to leading order result
for m
e
. The dashed-dotted line in Fig. 5.1 is a self consistent determination of m
e
,
using (2.26). It lies about 20% above the lowest order prediction and therefore is
closer to our data. However, it is still too low to describe the data well. Therefore
we have performed additional ts of the electric mass that take into account higher
order corrections. Based on (2.26) we use the ansatz
 
m
e
(T )
T
!
2
=
2
3
g
2
(T )
 
1 +
p
6
2
g(T )

log
2m
e
m
m
 
1
2

!
+B
t
g
4
(T ) : (5.6)
As the g
4
-correction term leads to a temperature dependence which is too strong
within the entire T -interval, we have restricted the t to very high temperatures,
T  250T
c
. A one parameter t at xed T
c
=
MS
= 1:06 gives B
t
= 0:744(28) with

2
=dof = 4:55 (dotted line in Fig. 5.1).
Let us now return to the discussion of the magnetic mass. As noted above, the
ratio m
e
=m
m
suggests a magnetic mass of the form m
m
(T )  g
2
(T )T . Therefore
we tted m
m
with the ansatz
m
m
(T )
T
= D
t
g
2
(T ) : (5.7)
The two parameter t of m
m
for T  3T
c
results in D
t
= 0:478(17) and 
t
=
MS
=
0:77(14) with 
2
=dof = 1:44. This is in good agreement with our result obtained
in [22] for T < 20T
c
. With a xed -parameter, T
c
=
MS
= 1:06, we obtain D
t
=
0:456(6) and 
2
=dof = 1:53. In Fig. 5.2(a) the two parameter t is shown. The
small deviation of the tted curve from the measured data shows that the magnetic
mass indeed is well described by the functional form m
m
(T )  g
2
(T )T .
We next want to compare our numerical result with the perturbative calculations
presented in [66]. A criterion for the system to become magnetically stable yields
as a lower bound for the magnetic mass
m
m
(T )
T

11
12
g
2
(T ) ' 0:29 g
2
(T ) for T !1 : (5.8)
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Result (5.8) is remarkable for several reasons. First, it coincides with the gen-
eral expectation for the temperature dependence of the magnetic mass, which is
strengthened by our result m
m
(T ) = 0:456(6) g
2
(T )T . Second, it has the same or-
der of magnitude as our result. And third, it is smaller than our result, which is
necessary for (5.8) to represent a lower bound.
We nally want to point out one more aspect of our analysis of m
m
=T and m
e
=m
m
.
It is, of course, consistent with our most straightforward t to the electric mass,
m
e
(T ) =
q
1:69(2) g(T )T . In contrast to the t based on ansatz (5.6) this t
describes the data well in the entire temperature range above T
c
. This shows that
the electric mass has a strong non-perturbative character in the temperature interval
we have investigated.
Results for Non-Zero Momenta
Let us briey discuss the gluon correlation functions at non-zero momenta. As the
numerical signal gets lost in statistical noise for large momenta (see (2.3), (2.4)
and (5.1)) we only could analyse the cases k
1
= 1; 2, i.e. p
1
a = 2=N
1
; 4=N
1
.
Furthermore, we only obtained a reliable result in the electric sector. From Eq. (5.1)
we have
sinh
2
aE
e
(p
1
)
2
= sinh
2
am
e
2
+  sin
2
ap
1
2
: (5.9)
For m
e
we use the result from the calculation at zero momentum. In the limit
T !1 one expects to nd a free particle dispersion relation, i.e. ! 1. In Fig. 5.3
we have plotted  vs. T=T
c
. Obviously we do not have sucient statistics to uncover
a temperature dependence of . Therefore we only quote a value averaged over the
temperature interval T  9T
c
. We nd  = 0:37(10) for k
1
= 1 and  = 0:65(3) for
k
1
= 2. This suggests a quite signicant modication of the free particle dispersion
relation at low momenta.
5.1.2 The Electric Screening Mass from the Singlet
Potential
In Sec. 2.2.2 we presented another method to extract the electric screening mass,
based on an investigation of the colour singlet potential. We are interested in this
analysis for two reasons:
 A comparison of the electric screening masses from the gauge boson propagator
and from the singlet potential provides a consistency check for m
e
.
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Figure 5.3:  vs. T=T
c
for k
1
= 1; 2. Some data points have been displaced horizon-
tally for better viewing.
 The singlet potential is a suited candidate at which one can demonstrate the
improvement of rotational symmetry due to the use of an improved action.
We will discuss the second point at rst.
Improvement of the Singlet Potential
For the investigation of the improvement of the rotational symmetry of the singlet
potential we use the point-to-point correlation functions (2.9) and (2.11). We have
calculated V
1
=T both along an axis, labeled with (1; 0; 0), and along three dierent
o-axis directions, (1; 1; 0), (1; 1; 1), and (2; 1; 0), on a lattice of size 32
3
4. To make
the results from simulations with unimproved and improved action comparable, one
has to choose couplings that both correspond to the same temperature. As an
example, we use in the following 
W
= 3:219 and 
I
= 2:652. As listed in Tab. 3.1,
both couplings correspond to T ' 15:88T
c
.
Motivated by Eq. (2.9) and taking into account the periodic boundary conditions,
we have performed a correlated t of the (1; 0; 0) data in the interval R 2 [7; 12] (see
App. A.1), using the t function
V
1;t
(R;T ) = A
t
 
e
?m
t
R
R
+
e
?m
t
(N
3
?R)
N
3
 R
!
(5.10)
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with N
3
= 32. The t results for both actions are listed in Tab. 5.5. As one can see
t parameters 
W
= 3:219 
I
= 2:652
A
t
-1.49(16) -1.64(13)
m
t
0.435(16) 0.416(11)
goodness 0.380 0.452

2
=dof 1.049 0.918
normalized 
2
deviation from the (1; 0; 0) t
(1; 1; 0) 2.019 1.457
(1; 1; 1) 1.934 0.090
(2; 1; 0) 1.316 0.243
Table 5.5: Results from the ts of V
1
=T at 
W
= 3:219 and 
I
= 2:652 (T '
15:88T
c
).
from the upper part of the table, the t itself is better for the improved data than
for the Wilson data, i.e. the errors on the t parameters are smaller, the goodness is
larger and nally the squared error from the correlated t (
2
=dof) is smaller. The
lower part of Tab. 5.5 shows the 
2
deviation of the o-axis data points from the
(1; 0; 0) t curves. For this comparison we used data in the interval 7  R  12 and
divided by the number of points taken into consideration. For all measured o-axis
directions these data show that the violation of rotational symmetry is lowered by
going from the Wilson to the tree-level Symanzik improved action. This behaviour
becomes also clear from Fig. 5.4, which shows the potential V
1
(normalized by the
t function (5.10) with the parameters given in Tab. 5.5) vs. distance R .
Numerical Results for m
e
We used point-to-point as well as plane-plane Polyakov loop correlation functions to
extract the electric screening mass. In the former case we proceeded as mentioned
on page 46, i.e. we used Eqs. (2.9) and (2.11) and performed a correlated t of the
numerical data, using (5.10) and the t criterion described in App. A.1. We did this
both for the measurement along the (1,0,0) axis and for the three dierent o-axis
directions previously mentioned. In the second case we obtained m
e
from V
1;sum
,
Eqs. (2.12) and (2.13).
Whereas we have calculated V
1;sum
on lattices of size 32
3
4 and 32
2
648 and for
both actions, we have calculated V
1
only on the smaller lattice. The results for the
electric screening mass are listed in Tab. 5.6 and 5.7.
Similar to the electric mass extracted from gluon correlation functions, the results
we have now obtained with dierent actions and on lattices of varying size again
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Figure 5.4: Singlet potential V
1
(R), normalized by the correlated t of the (1; 0; 0)-
data in the interval R 2 [7; 12]. The data have been calculated on a lattice of size
32
3
4 using the Wilson action at 
W
= 3:219 (a) and the Symanzik action at

I
= 2:652 (b). Both couplings correspond to a temperature of T ' 15:88T
c
. The
dierent symbols refer to the (x
1
; x
2
; x
3
) directions along which the measurements
have been performed.
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Wilson action, 32
3
 4 lattice
m
e
(T )=T , extracted from

W
V
1;sum
V
1;(1;0;0)
V
1;(1;1;0)
V
1;(1;1;1)
V
1;(2;1;0)
2.512 2.03(2) 2.28(9) 2.22(4) 2.13(4) 2.38(11)
2.643 2.30(9) 2.15(6) 2.12(5) 2.07(4) 2.25(9)
2.74 2.13(9) 2.09(5) 2.04(5) 2.04(4) 2.14(7)
2.88 2.04(6) 1.95(6) 1.91(3) 1.93(2) 1.96(7)
2.955 1.94(7) 2.11(8) 1.97(5) 1.94(6) 2.06(5)
3.023 2.16(7) 1.84(5) 2.01(4) 1.96(9) 1.98(6)
3.219 1.88(9) 1.74(6) 1.80(4) 1.75(5) 1.83(4)
3.743 1.85(15) 1.50(2) 1.50(1) 1.43(2) 1.61(3)
4.24 1.63(7) 1.55(9) 1.53(7) 1.45(3) 1.44(2)
4.738 1.33(4) 1.75(10) 1.32(5) 1.32(3) 1.29(2)
5.238 1.30(7) 1.29(4) 1.25(4) 1.20(2) 1.19(2)
5.737 1.34(5) 1.29(3) 1.24(4) 1.17(1) 1.15(2)
Symanzik action, 32
3
 4 lattice
m
e
(T )=T , extracted from

I
V
1;sum
V
1;(1;0;0)
V
1;(1;1;0)
V
1;(1;1;1)
V
1;(2;1;0)
1.92 2.26(9) 2.04(4) 2.16(5) 2.12(5) 2.06(2)
2.063 1.97(3) 1.98(3) 2.01(3) 2.03(4) 2.12(7)
2.152 2.07(5) 2.16(8) 2.02(7) 2.04(4) 2.01(6)
2.30 1.93(5) 1.83(2) 1.79(3) 1.70(3) 1.84(4)
2.382 1.82(4) 1.83(3) 1.72(3) 1.70(2) 1.90(5)
2.452 1.78(6) 2.14(12) 1.98(14) 1.76(7) 1.79(5)
2.652 1.69(5) 1.66(4) 1.57(2) 1.54(2) 1.67(3)
3.183 1.65(6) 1.58(6) 1.62(5) 1.51(3) 1.48(2)
3.684 1.38(4) 1.71(12) 1.42(3) 1.36(3) 1.33(2)
4.185 1.62(7) 1.66(15) 1.34(3) 1.19(2) 1.21(66)
4.685 1.46(12) 1.22(3) 1.19(3) 1.10(2) 1.09(1)
5.186 1.16(2) 1.22(5) 1.14(3) 1.05(2) 1.03(1)
Table 5.6: Electric screening masses from Polyakov loop correlation functions.
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Wilson action, 32
2
 64  8 lattice

W
m
e
(T )=T 
W
m
e
(T )=T 
W
m
e
(T )=T
2.74 2.46(16) 3.20 1.76(4) 4.50 1.55(10)
2.88 1.89(4) 3.27 1.93(5) 5.00 1.36(3)
2.97 1.80(31) 3.47 1.65(3) 5.50 1.18(8)
3.12 1.92(8) 4.00 1.61(4) 6.00 1.16(31)
Table 5.7: Electric screening masses from V
1;sum
.
do not dier signicantly. Therefore we have also here analysed all three datasets
together. The screening masses, extracted from V
1;sum
, are shown in Fig. 5.5.
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Figure 5.5: Electric screening masses, obtained from V
1;sum
. The data points refer
to the same lattice sizes and actions as in Fig. 5.1. The solid line is a one parameter
t for T  9T
c
, using ansatz (5.4).
As expected from Sec. 5.1, m
e
=T , extracted now from Polyakov loop correlation
functions, also depends only weakly on the temperature for temperatures less than
about 9T
c
. For example, tting V
1;sum
in this temperature range with a constant,
we obtain m
e
(T )=T = 2:010(13).
According to Sec. 5.1 we performed, for temperatures T  9T
c
, one parameter ts
(i.e. 
t
=
MS
= 1), using the ansatz (5.4). The results from the lattice of size 32
3
4
5.2. THE W-MASS IN THE SU(2)-GAUGE-HIGGS MODEL 51
are summarized in Tab. 5.8. On the 32
2
648 lattice we obtain from V
1;sum
a t
value A
t
= 1:72(4) with 
2
=dof = 4:60.
Wilson action, 32
3
 4 lattice
Fits of (m
e
(T )=T )
2
, extracted from
V
1;sum
V
1;(1;0;0)
V
1;(1;1;0)
V
1;(1;1;1)
V
1;(2;1;0)
A
t
1.97(6) 1.70(3) 1.60(2) 1.53(2) 1.61(2)

2
=dof 2.49 10.6 6.64 7.29 4.18
Symanzik action, 32
3
 4 lattice
Fits of (m
e
(T )=T )
2
, extracted from
V
1;sum
V
1;(1;0;0)
V
1;(1;1;0)
V
1;(1;1;1)
V
1;(2;1;0)
A
t
1.67(4) 1.46(2) 1.46(2) 1.35(2) 1.36(2)

2
=dof 7.10 15.0 10.8 4.51 5.72
Table 5.8: Fit results of (m
e
(T )=T )
2
, extracted from Polyakov loop correlation func-
tions, using the t ansatz (5.4).
In general we nd that the results extracted from V
1;sum
are in good agreement with
the zero momentum results from the gluon correlation functions. To make this clear
also quantitatively we have analysed all three datasets for V
1;sum
together, as in the
case of the gluon correlation functions. The one parameter t for T  9T
c
yields
A
t
= 1:71(2) with 
2
=dof = 5:80. This can be compared with the result from
Tab. 5.4, A
t
= 1:69(2) with 
2
=dof = 4:51. We therefore conclude that the electric
screening mass is well described by m
e
(T ) =
q
1:70(2) g(T )T in the temperature
range T  14000T
c
.
5.2 The W-Mass in the SU(2)-Gauge-Higgs
Model
We have calculated theW -boson screening mass at 
3
= 9:0 and two dierent quartic
couplings, 
3
= 0:0485458 and 0.0523100. At these values of 
3
, which correspond
to zero temperature Higgs mases of m
H
' 77 GeV and 80 GeV, the electroweak
phase transition is no longer of rst order but has turned into a smooth crossover,
see Sec. 4.3. As mentioned in Sec. 2.2.1 we have extracted m
W
by measuring the
W -boson propagator in Landau gauge. The determination of m
W
from the spatial
correlation function G
W
(see Eq. (2.4)) is done according to the method proposed
in App. A.2.
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Our calculations have been performed on a 16
2
32 lattice with very high statistics,
see Tab. 5.9. Two measurements, i.e. two consecutive congurations were seperated
by 10 update iterations. Each update consists of one heatbath sweep in the gauge
eld, followed by one heatbath and four overrelaxation sweeps in the Higgs eld.
Furthermore we use for each Higgs eld update a Metropolis accept-reject decision
for generating the quartic term in .
We now present our results for m
W
. In Figs. 5.6 and 5.7 and Tab. 5.10 we show m
W
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Figure 5.6: W -boson screening mass, calculated on a 16
2
 32 lattice at 
3
= 9:0
and 
3
= 0:0485458. The full curves describe the ts to the data in both phases.
The dashed curve represents the result obtained from gap equations. The horizontal
dotted lines are the errorband from pure SU(2) gauge theory.
vs.  at 
3
= 0:0485458 and 
3
= 0:0523100, respectively. In the symmetric high
temperature phase the W -mass stays constant. A t to the data for  < 
c
1
, the
full triangles in both gures, with a constant tting function yields
m
W
( < 
c
) = 0:166(2) for 
3
= 0:0485458 and (5.11)
m
W
( < 
c
) = 0:162(2) for 
3
= 0:0523100 : (5.12)
Theses values are shown as the horizontal full lines in the gures. They are in
excellent agreement with the numerical value of the magnetic screening mass from
1
By calculating the maxima of the 
2
-susceptibility we determined in [18] the innite volume
critical couplings at 
3
= 9:0 to be 
c
= 0:1744752(8) for 
3
= 0:0485458 and 
c
= 0:1746769(9)
for 
3
= 0:0523100, respectively.
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
3
= 0:0485458
 # meas.  # meas.  # meas.
0.1700 5000 0.1739 3000 0.1753 5000
0.1705 5000 0.1740 2000 0.1754 6000
0.1710 5000 0.1741 3000 0.1755 4000
0.1715 5000 0.1742 2000 0.1756 4000
0.1720 5000 0.1743 5000 0.1757 2000
0.1725 6000 0.1744 6000 0.1758 2000
0.1730 3000 0.174474 6000 0.1759 2000
0.1731 3000 0.1745 8000 0.1760 4000
0.1732 3000 0.1746 5000 0.1765 4000
0.1733 3000 0.1747 5000 0.1770 2000
0.1734 3000 0.1748 3000 0.1775 4000
0.1735 3000 0.1749 3000 0.1780 2000
0.1736 3000 0.1750 4000 0.1785 4000
0.1737 3000 0.1751 4000 0.1790 2000
0.1738 3000 0.1752 4000 0.1795 4000

3
= 0:0523100
 # meas.  # meas.  # meas.
0.1700 4000 0.1746 5000 0.1761 5000
0.1705 5000 0.17465 5000 0.1762 5000
0.1710 5000 0.1747 5000 0.1763 5000
0.1715 5000 0.17475 5000 0.1764 5000
0.1720 5000 0.1748 5000 0.1765 5000
0.1725 7000 0.17484 8000 0.1766 5000
0.1730 5000 0.1749 5000 0.1767 5000
0.1735 5000 0.1750 5000 0.1768 5000
0.1736 5000 0.1751 5000 0.1769 5000
0.1737 5000 0.1752 5000 0.1770 5000
0.1738 5000 0.1753 5000 0.1775 1000
0.1739 5000 0.1754 5000 0.1780 1000
0.1740 5000 0.1755 5000 0.1785 1000
0.1741 5000 0.1756 5000 0.1790 1000
0.1742 5000 0.1757 5000 0.1795 1000
0.1743 5000 0.1758 5000 0.1800 1000
0.1744 5000 0.1759 3000
0.1745 19000 0.1760 5000
Table 5.9: Number of measurements (SU(2)-gauge-Higgs model on a 16
2
32 lattice
at 
3
= 9:0).
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
3
= 0:0485458
 m
W
 m
W
 m
W
0.1700 0.165(6) 0.1739 0.152(10) 0.1753 0.433(8)
0.1705 0.170(7) 0.1740 0.172(7) 0.1754 0.471(14)
0.1710 0.154(7) 0.1741 0.150(7) 0.1755 0.455(15)
0.1715 0.159(10) 0.1742 0.160(5) 0.1756 0.476(14)
0.1720 0.147(6) 0.1743 0.149(12) 0.1757 0.488(8)
0.1725 0.158(6) 0.1744 0.170(6) 0.1758 0.510(7)
0.1730 0.162(7) 0.174474 0.200(6) 0.1759 0.512(11)
0.1731 0.167(4) 0.1745 0.226(8) 0.1760 0.528(8)
0.1732 0.156(9) 0.1746 0.308(10) 0.1765 0.573(11)
0.1733 0.170(8) 0.1747 0.357(8) 0.1770 0.630(26)
0.1734 0.164(11) 0.1748 0.354(12) 0.1775 0.628(8)
0.1735 0.178(7) 0.1749 0.356(6) 0.1780 0.670(15)
0.1736 0.184(8) 0.1750 0.413(7) 0.1785 0.719(5)
0.1737 0.159(6) 0.1751 0.401(9) 0.1790 0.749(11)
0.1738 0.173(8) 0.1752 0.406(6) 0.1795 0.767(7)

3
= 0:0523100
 m
W
 m
W
 m
W
0.1700 0.167(7) 0.1746 0.169(9) 0.1761 0.508(4)
0.1705 0.159(8) 0.17465 0.184(7) 0.1762 0.500(7)
0.1710 0.157(8) 0.1747 0.212(10) 0.1763 0.526(4)
0.1715 0.155(6) 0.17475 0.260(10) 0.1764 0.523(7)
0.1720 0.164(5) 0.1748 0.295(10) 0.1765 0.529(2)
0.1725 0.151(3) 0.17484 0.308(6) 0.1766 0.554(7)
0.1730 0.171(6) 0.1749 0.318(7) 0.1767 0.541(8)
0.1735 0.157(4) 0.1750 0.348(8) 0.1768 0.567(15)
0.1736 0.166(5) 0.1751 0.366(6) 0.1769 0.570(4)
0.1737 0.164(2) 0.1752 0.404(16) 0.1770 0.569(4)
0.1738 0.141(5) 0.1753 0.389(9) 0.1775 0.603(31)
0.1739 0.151(7) 0.1754 0.405(5) 0.1780 0.654(9)
0.1740 0.160(5) 0.1755 0.446(10) 0.1785 0.676(8)
0.1741 0.174(4) 0.1756 0.429(6) 0.1790 0.706(8)
0.1742 0.145(7) 0.1757 0.442(6) 0.1795 0.713(9)
0.1743 0.167(4) 0.1758 0.479(12) 0.1800 0.767(9)
0.1744 0.173(5) 0.1759 0.453(10)
0.1745 0.167(6) 0.1760 0.489(13)
Table 5.10: W -boson screening masses, extracted from a 16
2
32 lattice at 
3
= 9:0.
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Figure 5.7: Same as Fig. 5.6, now at 
3
= 0:0523100.
pure SU(2) gauge theory, m
m
(
3
= 9:0) = 0:165(12). Therefore we believe that, in
the symmetric phase, theW -boson screening mass is of fully thermal origin, without
any high T resp. low  Higgs eect. The horizontal dotted lines in the gures are
the error band corresponding to m
m
(
3
= 9:0).
In the symmetrybroken low temperature phase ( > 
c
) theW -boson mass increases
rapidly. In this region the data are well described by the ansatz
m
W
( > 
c
) = m
W
( < 
c
) + a (  
c
)

: (5.13)
In order to be more sensitive to the critical behaviour near the crossover, we have
only tted data points close to 
c
with ansatz (5.13), the full circles in Figs. 5.6
and 5.7. We obtain
a = 2:8(5) ;  = 0:331(23) for 
3
= 0:0485458 and (5.14)
a = 3:5(6) ;  = 0:366(20) for 
3
= 0:0523100 : (5.15)
The exponent  is close to that of the O(4) spin model in three dimensions. In [67]
this exponent has been found to be  = 0:3836(46) which is in agreement with results
obtained from the (4   )-expansion. Through the Higgs-mechanism the W -boson
mass in the SU(2)-gauge-Higgs model is linked to the scalar eld expectation value.
It thus seems plausible that also the temperature dependence of the W -boson mass
close to 
c
is controlled by the exponent .
Finally we want to compare our results of the W -mass with the predictions based
on gap equations [28, 29, 42], see Sec. 2.3.2. We have solved Eqs. (2.28) - (2.30)
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numerically for our set of parameters 
3
(resp. g
3
) and 
3
. The results that we have
obtained are given by the dashed curves in Figs. 5.6
2
and 5.7. For large values of 
the results from the gap equations agree well with our numerical data.
In the symmetricphase, i.e. below 
c
, the gap equations predict a constant behaviour
of m
W
. It was found in [28] that for large values of 
3
the W -boson mass agrees
within 10% with the mass obtained from the non-linear -model, m
SM
= 0:28 g
2
3
.
Furthermore, the W -boson mass was found to be independent in the symmetric
phase on 
3
and  at large 
3
. This behaviour agrees qualitatively with our results.
On a quantitative level, using g
3
= 2=3, one has m
SM
= 0:124. This is in rough
agreement with the results (5.11) and (5.12).
Near the critical hopping parameter 
c
the results from the gap equations dier from
our Monte Carlo data. This behaviour is not unexpected since correlation lengths
diverge near 
c
. Therefore both methods only approximate the real W -mass in this
region.
So far, we have only discussed the W -boson mass obtained from the W -boson pro-
pagator in Landau gauge. In Sec. 2.2.3 we have presented the gauge invariant cor-
relation function G
v
(see Eq. (2.17)) that yields the mass of a vector particle with
the quantum numbers of the W -boson. This is a suitable candidate that can be
compared to the W -mass. However, a detailed analysis of G
v
on our data sets failed
because the signal disappeared already at rather short distances (x
3
' 4) in the
statistical noise. The construction of improved operators may help in this channel
[41]. To extract some information from the unimproved operator already, we have
performed for 
3
= 0:0523100 at two -values close to 
c
calculations with very high
statistics. At  = 0:1745 we have made 19000 measurements, at  = 0:17484 we
have made 8000 measurements, see Tab. 5.9. Fits to the correlation functions G
v
for x
3
 2 yield
m
v
=

0:557(87) ;  = 0:1745
0:356(28) ;  = 0:17484
: (5.16)
In the symmetric phase at  = 0:1745 the mass in the vector channelm
v
is more than
twice as large as the mass extracted from theW -boson propagator (m
W
= 0:162(2)).
The reason for this might be that the W -boson propagator projects on an one-
particle state, whereas the correlation function (2.17) yields the mass from a bounded
state of several constituents. In the symmetry broken phase m
W
and m
v
are similar.
For instance, we nd from Tab. 5.10 at  = 0:17484 for the W -boson propagator
mass m
W
= 0:308(6), which is compatible with the value given in (5.16) for m
v
.
Our calculations of m
W
and m
v
in the two dierent phases agree qualitatively with
the observations made in [29]. For the symmetry broken phase the authors in [29]
2
We note that Fig. 5.6 is a corrected version of Fig. 4 from [17] in which the gap equations have
not been solved correctly.
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show that the uctuations of the Higgs eld are small compared to the vacuum
expectation value. Therefore the gauge invariant correlation functions are approx-
imately proportional to the corresponding gauge dependent correlation functions
[68] and the screening masses, extracted from both types of correlation functions,
do roughly agree. For the symmetric phase, however, these arguments do not hold.
Therefore the possibility is discussed in [29] that screening masses from gauge in-
variant correlation functions in this phase correspond to masses of multi-particle
states. Especially for the mass in the vector channel a mass formula of the form
m
v
' 2m

+m
W
(5.17)
is suggested [29]. Using this relation, our results for m

, as presented in the next
section, and m
W
would lead to a smaller value of m
v
(at  = 0:1745). This is not
unexpected since (5.17) neglects any binding energies.
5.3 The Higgs-Mass in the SU(2)-Gauge-Higgs
Model
In this section we present our numerical data for the Higgs boson screening mass
in Landau gauge, obtained from simulations on a 16
2
 32 lattice at 
3
= 9:0
and 
3
= 0:0485458. As explained in Sec. 2.2.4 we have extracted m

from the
correlation function G

(x
3
), Eq. (2.20). The results for m

are listed in Tab. 5.11
and shown in Fig. 5.8.
By comparing the Figs. 5.6 and 5.8 one can see that the behaviour of m

is opposite
to that of m
W
. In the high temperature phase ( < 
c
) m

drops to zero with
increasing . This decay is well described by
m

( < 
c
) = a (
c
  )

: (5.18)
Fitting the full triangles in Fig. 5.8 with ansatz (5.18) we obtain for the parameters
a = 1:9(2) and  = 0:493(30).
Slightly above 
c
the screening masses increase. However, our data do not suggest
any functional dependence of this behaviour. A further increase of  seems to leave
m

unchanged within statistical errors. A t of the full circles in Fig. 5.8 results in
m

( > 0:1748) = 0:064(2).
We present now the results for the screening masses obtained from the scalar corre-
lation functions
~
G

s
(x
3
) and
~
G

s
(x
3
), Eqs. (2.22) and (2.23). As we have mentioned
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 m

 m

 m

0.1700 0.401(11) 0.1739 0.173(17) 0.1753 0.047(17)
0.1705 0.415(21) 0.1740 0.147(11) 0.1754 0.055(10)
0.1710 0.388(11) 0.1741 0.117(10) 0.1755 0.077(7)
0.1715 0.343(13) 0.1742 0.133(9) 0.1756 0.077(6)
0.1720 0.340(13) 0.1743 0.085(11) 0.1757 0.086(11)
0.1725 0.289(10) 0.1744 0.017(3) 0.1758 0.060(13)
0.1730 0.268(8) 0.174474 0.015(1) 0.1759 0.071(14)
0.1731 0.259(11) 0.1745 0.017(9) 0.1760 0.072(11)
0.1732 0.231(16) 0.1746 0.011(8) 0.1765 0.054(8)
0.1733 0.239(10) 0.1747 0.023(11) 0.1770 0.055(14)
0.1734 0.240(9) 0.1748 0.052(7) 0.1775 0.061(11)
0.1735 0.197(10) 0.1749 0.054(9) 0.1780 0.089(9)
0.1736 0.204(30) 0.1750 0.056(8) 0.1785 0.058(14)
0.1737 0.202(14) 0.1751 0.041(11) 0.1790 0.064(13)
0.1738 0.173(12) 0.1752 0.058(11) 0.1795 0.057(13)
Table 5.11: Higgs-boson screening masses, extracted from a 16
2
 32 lattice at

3
= 9:0 and 
3
= 0:0485458.
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Figure 5.8: The Higgs-mass, calculated on a 16
2
 32 lattice at 
3
= 9:0 and 
3
=
0:0485458. The full curves describe the ts to the data in both phases.
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
3
= 0:0485458 
3
= 0:0523100
 m

s
m

s
m

s
m

s
0.1700 1.08(16) 1.24(20) 1.29(10) 1.17(11)
0.1705 1.12(15) 1.12(18) 0.96(15) 0.974(87)
0.1710 0.94(14) 0.944(91) 0.95(14) 0.96(11)
0.1715 0.924(90) 0.878(41) 0.921(70) 0.918(28)
0.1720 0.797(43) 0.849(64) 0.849(84) 0.833(69)
0.1725 0.641(87) 0.617(73) 0.84(10) 0.82(10)
0.1730 0.684(53) 0.635(29) 0.615(67) 0.632(44)
0.1731 0.634(55) 0.620(53) { {
0.1732 0.517(41) 0.541(33) { {
0.1733 0.594(45) 0.537(45) { {
0.1734 0.594(31) 0.608(57) { {
0.1735 0.491(37) 0.453(48) 0.724(89) 0.586(38)
0.1736 0.583(31) 0.541(28) 0.475(55) 0.516(45)
0.1737 0.425(32) 0.431(34) 0.545(30) 0.506(39)
0.1738 0.382(40) 0.440(19) 0.479(26) 0.484(25)
0.1739 0.422(29) 0.430(23) 0.477(20) 0.446(28)
0.1740 0.399(66) 0.385(23) 0.432(39) 0.427(36)
0.1741 0.321(25) 0.317(17) 0.430(19) 0.407(17)
0.1742 0.292(25) 0.298(21) 0.319(22) 0.335(14)
0.1743 0.211(12) 0.211(12) 0.322(17) 0.319(14)
0.1744 0.123(11) 0.176(66) 0.274(22) 0.282(21)
0.174474 0.109(9) 0.105(11) { {
0.1745 0.129(10) 0.123(9) 0.210(9) 0.211(9)
0.1746 0.169(8) 0.174(7) 0.161(11) 0.153(16)
0.17465 { { 0.159(22) 0.086(5)
0.1747 0.215(8) 0.210(9) 0.123(29) 0.100(7)
0.17475 { { 0.171(6) 0.169(5)
0.1748 0.236(18) 0.236(17) 0.183(23) 0.164(14)
0.17484 { { 0.187(8) 0.187(9)
0.1749 0.275(12) 0.277(12) 0.212(11) 0.211(10)
0.1750 0.262(12) 0.263(13) 0.245(7) 0.244(7)
0.1751 0.294(11) 0.293(11) 0.255(8) 0.253(8)
0.1752 0.307(7) 0.307(7) 0.276(11) 0.274(10)
0.1753 0.309(12) 0.307(13) 0.295(10) 0.295(10)
0.1754 0.327(10) 0.327(10) 0.298(12) 0.297(11)
0.1755 0.339(12) 0.340(10) 0.335(9) 0.333(9)
0.1756 0.359(17) 0.357(17) 0.325(6) 0.326(5)
0.1757 0.381(42) 0.377(19) 0.350(16) 0.348(15)
0.1758 0.370(21) 0.367(13) 0.373(11) 0.373(7)
0.1759 0.360(15) 0.363(16) 0.372(17) 0.369(17)
0.1760 0.408(9) 0.405(10) 0.379(11) 0.380(11)
0.1761 { { 0.396(13) 0.400(9)
0.1762 { { 0.386(11) 0.390(16)
0.1763 { { 0.392(9) 0.391(10)
0.1764 { { 0.407(18) 0.405(19)
0.1765 0.446(20) 0.446(19) 0.445(16) 0.443(10)
0.1766 { { 0.429(11) 0.435(7)
0.1767 { { 0.450(10) 0.449(10)
0.1768 { { 0.426(19) 0.446(11)
0.1769 { { 0.465(11) 0.460(9)
0.1770 0.498(37) 0.475(16) 0.466(18) 0.472(11)
0.1775 0.532(14) 0.529(15) 0.582(44) 0.583(38)
0.1780 0.592(25) 0.588(24) 0.659(42) 0.600(19)
0.1785 0.582(29) 0.576(14) 0.565(33) 0.573(31)
0.1790 0.633(14) 0.629(17) 0.646(22) 0.639(23)
0.1795 0.663(17) 0.662(17) 0.616(18) 0.609(15)
0.1800 { { 0.590(31) 0.587(32)
Table 5.12: Scalar masses, extracted from a 16
2
 32 lattice at 
3
= 9:0.
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in Sec. 2.2.5 these masses are suited to be compared with the Higgs boson screening
mass from the -propagator.
Our data for 
3
= 0:0485458 and 
3
= 0:0523100 are listed in Tab. 5.12. Again, we
have used a 16
2
 32 lattice for our simulations. In [16] we have shown that this
lattice size is already large enough to avoid nite size eects.
At each 
3
-value, m

s
and m

s
are consistent within statistical errors. Therefore we
have analysed (at each 
3
-value) both data sets together. In Figs. 5.9 and 5.10 we
0
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Figure 5.9: Scalar mass, calculated on a 16
2
 32 lattice at 
3
= 9:0 and 
3
=
0:0485458. The full curves describe the ts to the data using ansatz (5.20).
have shown the averaged scalar mass
m
s

1
2

m

s
+m

s

: (5.19)
A comparison with Fig. 5.8 shows that its behaviour diers strongly from that of
m

. Near 
c
the scalar mass becomes very small. This is quite similar to the results
obtained from gap equations [28]. However, it was found in [28] that m
s
increases
faster in the low than in the high temperature phase, in contrast to our results.
Furthermore, the critical hopping parameter found in [28] is, as expected from our
discussion of the W -boson, smaller than our 
c
. Therefore the dip in Figs. 5.9 and
5.10 is shifted to the left by the analysis of gap equations.
As one can see from the gures, the functional dependence of m
s
below and above
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Figure 5.10: Scalar mass, calculated on a 16
2
 32 lattice at 
3
= 9:0 and 
3
=
0:0523100. The full curves describe the ts to the data using ansatz (5.23).

c
is clearly dierent. We therefore have tted the masses to the ansatz
m
s
= a

j  
c
j


(5.20)
where the subscripts +/- refer to the broken/symmetric phases. The results from
the two parameter ts of the full triangles resp. circles in the gures are
a
?
= 18(2) ; 
?
= 0:508(20)
a
+
= 3:3(2) ; 
+
= 0:327(10)
)
for 
3
= 0:0485458 and (5.21)
a
?
= 16(2) ; 
?
= 0:500(18)
a
+
= 3:1(1) ; 
+
= 0:315(5)
)
for 
3
= 0:0523100 : (5.22)
The results in [28] open the possibility that m
s
is nite at 
c
for the set of parameters
chosen by us. Therefore we have performed an additional t of the scalar masses,
allowing in ansatz (5.20) a constant:
m
s
= c+ a

j(  
c
)j


: (5.23)
Now we nd for 
3
= 0:0485458
a
?
= 16(2) ;
a
+
= 3:2(2) ;

?
= 0:498(13)

+
= 0:321(9)
)
with c =  0:04(8) (5.24)
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and for 
3
= 0:0523100
a
?
= 60(19) ;
a
+
= 6:3(9) ;

?
= 0:710(45)

+
= 0:464(27)
)
with c = 0:087(11) : (5.25)
These t results (5.21) and (5.25) are shown as the solid curves in Figs. 5.9 and 5.10.
For the smaller value of 
3
, i.e. closer to the point where the electroweak phase
transition changes from a rst order phase transition to a crossover, the additional
constant is zero within errors. Therefore we believe that at this 
3
-value the scalar
mass is best described by ansatz (5.20). At the larger value of 
3
we observe a nite
constant, in agreement with the predictions made in [28]. To get a more detailed
knowledge about the dependence of the constant on 
3
one would have to perform,
of course, much more calculations at several values of 
3
.
Let us make some remarks at this point about the results at 
3
= 0:0485458: When
approaching 
c
from below (in the symmetric phase) we nd that  is consistent
with the mean eld value 1/2. This has also been observed in another simulation
of the three dimensional model [40]. However, when approaching 
c
in the broken
phase we nd a smaller value for the exponent . Its numerical value seems to rule
out a rather large exponent, i.e.  > 1=2, like in the 3-d Ising model (  2=3) or
the O(4)-model ( ' 0:75 [67]).
We conclude this section with the comparison of the Higgs boson screening mass,
extracted from the -propagator, and the scalar mass at 
3
= 0:0485458. In the
whole range of -values, m

is much smaller than m
s
. Similar to the W -boson mass
we believe that this is due to the measurement of a single particle mass from the
-propagator, whereas we extract masses from composite states by measuring G

s
and G

s
.
On a qualitative level, the behaviour of m

and m
s
is similar in the high temperature
phase. Both masses are well described by an ansatz m  (
c
  )

with  ' 1=2.
The factor of proportionality is, of course, much larger for the scalar mass than
for the propagator mass. In the low temperature phase the dependence of m

and
m
s
on  diers a lot. While m

seems to be independent of  , m
s
increases with
increasing  .
Chapter 6
Summary and Conclusions
We have studied thermal screening masses in the standard model of strong and
electroweak interactions. For the investigation of the strongly coupled sector of
the theory we have chosen pure SU(2) gauge theory. Our results for the electroweak
sector have been obtained from the dimensional reduced, eective SU(2)-gauge-Higgs
model.
Let us rst summarize the results from pure SU(2) lattice gauge theory. Using the
standard Wilson action and a tree-level Symanzik improved action, we have investi-
gated Polyakov loop and gluon correlation functions in a wide range of high temper-
atures in the deconned phase. We have calculated chromo-electric and -magnetic
screening masses in Landau gauge and have determined their dependence on the
temperature.
The temperature dependence found for the magnetic mass is in accordance with
the expected g
2
T -dependence. We nd m
m
(T ) = 0:456(6) g
2
(T )T , which is con-
sistent with the lower bound found in [66], m
m
(T )  11=(12) g
2
(T )T . For the
ratio of the electric and magnetic masses we calculate (m
e
=m
m
)
2
= 7:46(27) g
?2
(T ).
Even if this suggests that the temperature dependence of m
e
is well described by
m
e
 gT as expected by lowest order perturbation theory, the situation is more
complicated. In the temperature range below 10T
c
we observe a constant behaviour
of the electric mass, m
e
=T ' 2. At higher temperatures (up to 10
4
T
c
), the tem-
perature dependence of m
e
is consistent with a logarithmic dependence, m
e
 gT .
However, our data do not agree with lowest order perturbation theory. Only little
improvement is achieved by using next-to-leading order results from resummed PT.
From an analysis of the gluon propagator as well as the colour singlet potential we
nd m
e
(T ) =
q
1:70(2) g(T )T . This result shows that the screening mechanism is
highly non-perturbative even for temperatures as large as 14000T
c
. This observation
is in accordance with studies of screening in dimensionally reduced 3d-QCD [23, 24].
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Our simulation of the gluon correlation functions at nite momenta still suer from
insucient statistics. We nd a modication of the energy momentum dispersion
relation of a free particle, but we are not yet able to quantify its temperature de-
pendence.
The improvement of the action does not show, within statistical errors, any signif-
icant modication of the behaviour of the screening masses, although we can show
that the violation of the rotational symmetry of the singlet potential, which also
was used to extract m
e
, is weakened.
In the three dimensional SU(2)-gauge-Higgs model we have calculated the thermal
screening masses of theW -boson and of the Higgs boson at couplings 
3
= 0:0485458
and 0.0523100, corresponding to zero temperature Higgs masses of m
H
' 77 GeV
and 80 GeV. To extract the screening masses, we have used in both cases the direct
measurements of the corresponding propagators in Landau gauge and investigations
of gauge invariant correlation functions.
The magnetic screening mass of the W -boson propagator agrees qualitatively with
predictions based on gap equations [28]. It remains constant in the symmetric phase
and is, within statistical errors, independent on the quartic coupling 
3
. It agrees
well with the same quantity of the pure gauge system, m
m
= 0:165(12) (at  = 9:0).
This suggests that the high temperature behaviour of the W -boson screening mass
is of fully thermal origin and is not inuenced by any Higgs type eect.
This equality cannot be a coincidence and gets further support from the study of
the gauge invariant excitation spectrum. It is reported in [41] that a 0
++
state
composed of gauge plaquettes does not mix with those operators having the same
quantum numbers and also involving Higgs elds. This decoupling phenomenon is
actually expected at high temperature. It corresponds to the separation of the heavy
scalar modes from the dynamics of the weakly screened magnetic uctuations which
are described by an eective theory both in the case of QCD and the gauge-Higgs
system [69].
On the basis of this apparent decoupling we have argued that the magnetic vector
uctuations do not receive any contribution to their screening mass from a Higgs-
type mechanism in the high temperature phase. The onset of the additional mass
generation through the Higgs-mechanism can be observed as a well-localized increase
of the eective mass above 
c
. Our present calculations suggest the existence of a
second order phase transition at our sets of couplings. This agrees well with detailed
nite size studies of the endpoint of the rst order electroweak phase transitions,
using Lee-Yang zeros. This method determines the critical quartic coupling to be

3;c
= 0:04795(52) (according to a critical Higgs-mass of m
H;c
= 75:7(4) GeV). The
couplings we have used are larger than 
3;c
and therefore do not correspond to a
rst order phase transition.
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The propagator masses and the gauge invariant spectrum agree well in the symmetry
broken phase. An important issue is to clarify why the two kinds of operators,
which yield the same mass in the symmetry broken phase, cease to couple to the
same state in the symmetric phase. Further investigations of gauge invariant and
gauge dependent correlation functions should lead to progress on this question. One
possibility would be, for instance, to construct also simple non-gauge invariant two-
particle operators whose correlators in Landau gauge could reproduce the results of
the gauge invariant spectroscopy.
Opposite to the behaviour of the screening mass of the W -boson propagator is the
behaviour of the screening mass of the Higgs boson propagator. In the symmetric
phase m

drops to zero with increasing  . Beyond 
c
it acquires a nite value
and remains constant within statistical errors under further heightening of  . A
comparison with the corresponding masses from gauge invariant scalar correlation
functions yields, in contrast to the W -boson mass, larger values for the masses in
both phases besides 
c
. We believe that one measures here again masses of many
particle states. In addition, the functional form of m
s
is dierent from the one
of m

. Near 
c
a good description of the scalar screening mass is given by m
s
=
c+a

j 
c
j


. Close to the endpoint (
3;c
= 0:04795(52), i.e.m
H;c
= 75:7(4) GeV)
of the rst order electroweak phase transitions we nd c = 0. For 
?
= ( < 
c
)
we obtain 
?
' 1=2. This agrees with the behaviour of m

slightly below 
c
,
m

( < 
c
)  (
c
 )
1=2
. However, the factor of proportionality is much bigger for
m
s
than for m

. Above 
c
we nd 
+
' 0:32. At large values of 
3
(
3
= 0:0523100,
i.e. m
H
' 80 GeV) we calculate c ' 0:09. For the exponents 

we nd in this
regime 
?
' 0:71 and 
+
' 0:46.
So far, we have only analysed the SU(2)-gauge-Higgs model in three dimensions.
To check the reliability of dimensional reduction it would be, of course, interesting
to perform similar calculations also in four dimensions. Furthermore, studies with
improved actions are of interest for getting a taste of the cut-o dependence of the
screening masses in the electroweak sector. Work in these directions is in progress.
As mentioned above, we have measured the gauge dependent W -boson and Higgs
boson propagators in Landau gauge. The screening masses we have obtained from
these correlation functions should be, of course, gauge independent. Therefore it
would be interesting to measure the propagators also in a dierent gauge. A method
how to x the covariant gauge on the lattice was presented in [70]. We discuss the
algorithm in App. B.2 and show how to cure the failures made in [70]. Therefore
one has now a very powerful tool at hand to realize a whole class of gauges on the
lattice which can be used to show the gauge independent character of the screening
masses. However, it was until now not possible to x the covariant gauge eciently
within a numerical simulation. Further work in this direction is still needed.
To conclude, the precise determination of thermal screening masses in this disser-
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tation delivers a quantitative description of the dependence of these masses on the
temperature. This is a very good basis for further theoretical investigations on
the nature of these masses. Especially our data might help in nding a theoreti-
cal solution which claries quantitatively the problem that masses, extracted from
gauge dependent correlation functions, acquire higher values than masses from the
corresponding gauge independent correlation functions.
Appendix A
Determination of Screening
Masses from Correlation Functions
In the following we will discuss how to obtain screening masses (or energies) from
lattice correlation functions. We are interested in the case that the relation between
the screening mass and the corresponding correlation function is of the form
G
theor.
(x
3
) = A  cosh

m

x
3
 
N
3
2

for x
3
 1 : (A.1)
One has to nd a way how to determine m from a given set of numerical data
G(x
3
=1); : : : ; G(x
3
=N
3
=2), using the function G
theor.
. However, there is no unique
rule how to do this.
The most natural way to calculate m is to perform a two parameter t of (A.1). But
one has to take several things into account. First of all we have to handle with the
restriction x
3
 1. It arises already in the continuum and is needed to project on
the ground state with the lowest lying mass. Therefore a t can not start at x
3
= 1.
But one has not only to determine the left hand side of the t interval. Because of
numerical noise the signal forG(x
3
) gets lost for large values of x
3
. As a consequence,
also the upper bound of the t range has to be chosen in an appropriate way. In
the next section we describe in detail a criterion that automatically nds the best
t range. We have used it to determine the screening masses from the correlation
functions that we measured in the context of the SU(2) gauge theory.
Especially on small lattices the criterion does not always work ne in the sense that
the chosen t range is too small resp. the t is eected with an insucient goodness.
To avoid this, we present in Sec. A.2 an alternative method for measuring screening
masses. It is based on a modication of (A.1) which vanishes with increasing lattice
size while leaving the masses unchanged within statistical errors. This method was
used to extract the screening masses within the SU(2)-gauge-Higgs model.
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A.1 Method I
A t is in general characterized by several properties, namely 
2
, goodness (Q),
degrees of freedom (%) and relative errors of the t parameters. As 
2
enters directly
into the calculation of Q, it is sucient to consider only the last three quantities.
It is desirable to nd a t with large Q, large % and small relative error on the
t parameter we are interested in, i.e. on m=T . As we want to weigh these three
quantities, we are looking for a t interval with
Q

 %



m
m

?
! max : (A.2)
We have chosen the coecients to be  = 9,  = 1 and  = 3. As we put the largest
weight on Q, it sometimes happens that only a very small t interval is selected
by this condition. To avoid this problem, we add the extra condition %  3. For a
two parameter t this is equivalent to demand that the t interval should contain
at least 5 points. Finally we require that the t only considers points G(x
3
) with
errors less than 50 % of their value. This is to reject points that are dominated by
statistical noise.
To see how our t criterion works we show in Fig. A.1 the electric correlation function
0.01
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G
e
(x 3
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βW = 3.47
Figure A.1: The electric correlation function G
e
(x
3
)  G
e
(p
?
= 0; x
3
) as a function
of x
3
. See text for details.
G
e
(p
?
= 0; x
3
) (see Eq. (2.3)) as a function of x
3
for the case of pure SU(2) gauge
theory, calculated on a lattice of size 32
2
648 for an arbitrary coupling, 
W
= 3:47.
A.1. METHOD I 69
The squares show points with an error less than 50% of the value, whereas the circles
describe points with a bigger error. The lled points represent the t interval, found
by our t criterion. The solid line is the correlated t found automatically by the
t criterion.
To demonstrate the quality of the t criterion, we have also studied local screening
masses m(x
3
). They are dened by the relation
G(x
3
)
G(x
3
+ 1)
=
G
theor.
(x
3
)
G
theor.
(x
3
+ 1)
: (A.3)
If x
3
becomes large enough, m(x
3
) must reach a plateau. On the other hand, if
x
3
becomes too large, the local masses have big statistical errors and do not carry
valuable information.
In Fig. A.2 we show the local electric screening masses in units of the temperature,
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Figure A.2: Local electric screening masses, extracted from the electric correlation
function G
e
(x
3
) shown in Fig. A.1. The horizontal lines are the lower and upper
bounds for m
e
(T )=T , given by the correlated t shown in Fig. A.1.
m
e
(x
3
; T )=T , extracted from G
e
(x
3
) shown in Fig. A.1. As a consequence of the
slower decay of G
e
(x
3
) at short distances, which was also observed in [71], the local
masses approach a plateau from below at large distance (x
3
>

5). The horizontal
lines in Fig. A.2 are the lower and upper bounds form
e
(T )=T , given by the correlated
t shown in Fig. A.1. Obviously, the t criterion yields a reliable t interval.
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A.2 Method II
As we have already mentioned, the criterion presented in Sec. A.1 does not always
work ne on lattices of small size. Therefore we present now an alternative way how
to extract a reliable result for a screening mass from a given correlation function.
The basic idea is to allow in Eq. (A.1) an additional additive parameter,
G
mod.
(x
3
) = A  cosh

m

x
3
 
N
3
2

+B for x
3
 1 ; (A.4)
and to perform a three parameter t of the numerical data. We will in the following
show that, for the SU(2)-gauge-Higgs model
1
, this will minimize the nite size eects
in the determination of the screening masses.
To dene local screening masses that are independent of B we must modify Eq. (A.3)
(which implies B = 0):
G(x
3
  1)  G(x
3
)
G(x
3
) G(x
3
+ 1)
=
G
mod.
(x
3
  1)  G
mod.
(x
3
)
G
mod.
(x
3
) G
mod.
(x
3
+ 1)
: (A.5)
As we are interested in both regions of the electroweak phase transition we have
investigated two arbitrary couplings below and above the critical hopping parame-
ter 
c
. At 
3
= 0:0523100 and 
3
= 9:0 (see action (4.7)) we have chosen  = 0:17450
(symmetric phase) and  = 0:17484 (symmetry broken phase). For these couplings
we show in Fig. A.3 the correlation functionG
w
(x
3
)  G
m
(p
?
= 0; x
3
) (see Eq. (2.4))
for lattices of size 16
2
N
3
, with N
3
ranging from 32 to 128.
For  = 0:17484 (Fig. A.3(b)) the datasets of the correlation functions agree well
within statistical errors. Therefore we do not measure any nite size eects in the
screening masses. This can be seen in the lower part of Tab. A.1 where we show
the results of the three parameter t according to ansatz (A.4). The additional
parameter B vanishes within errors, and the result for the screening mass (and also
for the factor A) are the same as with ansatz (A.1).
The situation is dierent in the symmetric phase, Fig. A.3(a). Especially for small
N
3
we have large deviations in G
w
(x
3
). If we analyse the local screening masses
according to ansatz (A.3) which impliesB = 0, the nite size eects in G
w
(x
3
) result
in strong nite size eects in m
w
(x
3
), see Fig. A.4(a). This situation is improved a
lot by using the modied ansatz (A.4). In Fig. A.4(b) we show the local screening
masses based on Eq. (A.5). Within errors, the masses extracted from the dierent
1
Although we have not checked it, the nite size study and its inuence on the constant B
should also be valid for the pure SU(2) gauge theory.
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Figure A.3: Gauge eld correlation functions on 16
2
 N
3
lattices with N
3
= 32
(squares), 40 (circles), 48 (upper triangles), 64 (lower triangles) and 128 (diamonds).
Shown are correlation functions in the symmetric phase at  = 0:17450 (a) and the
symmetry broken phase at  = 0:17484 (b). The curves give ts for x
3
 8. The
tting parameters are listed in Tab. A.1.
lattice sizes are compatible and reach a plateau for distances x
3
>

8. This behaviour
can also be seen in the upper part of Tab. A.1. The nite size eects are absorbed
into the parameter B that drops rapidly to zero with increasing lattice size. We nd
that this decrease is well described by B  exp ( 0:1N
3
). On the other hand, the
tted values for the screening mass are within errors independent of the volume of
the lattice.
We have performed a similar analysis for the dependence of G
w
(x
3
) on the transverse
lattice size. In that case simulations have been performed on lattices of size N
2
s
32
with N
s
ranging from 4 to 24. Together with the results from this investigation
we conclude that the screening masses can reliably be extracted from correlation
functions already on lattices of size 16
2
 32 using a t of the form Eq. (A.4).
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 = 0:17450
N
3
m
w
A B # iterations
32 0.166(7) 10.3(2) -0.80(15) 190.000
40 0.194(14) 10.9(6) -0.18(13) 40.000
48 0.179(11) 10.1(9) -0.14(8) 40.000
64 0.174(9) 9.3(8) -0.045(22) 90.000
128 0.163(12) 8.6(9) -0.012(13) 60.000
 = 0:17484
N
3
m
w
A B # iterations
32 0.308(6) 3.4(1) -0.012(19) 80.000
64 0.291(11) 3.2(2) -0.009(4) 40.000
Table A.1: Results of ts to the correlation functions shown in Fig. A.3.
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Figure A.4: Local masses calculated at  = 0:17450 from the correlation functions
shown in Fig. A.3(a). In (a) we show local masses extracted according to Eq. (A.3)
while (b) gives the result according to Eq. (A.5). The rst one does assume B = 0.
The horizontal lines give the error band resulting from the t on a 16
2
 128 lattice.
Appendix B
Lattice Gauge Fixing
A fundamental concept in gauge theories are global and local gauge symmetries.
While the action and therefore the \physics" remain invariant under the correspond-
ing gauge transformations, there exist several objects that depend on the gauge, e.g.
the elds themselves. Before one can work with these quantities it is therefore ne-
cessary to x a particular gauge.
There exist several gauges in the literature. The gauge we are interested in is the
covariant gauge because of its covariant structure. In fact, these gauge corresponds
to a whole class of gauges characterized by a continues real parameter   0. This
is of great advantage especially if one wants to check the gauge dependence or
independence of an observable.
In this work we have only used the Landau gauge  = 0 to extract the thermal
screening masses. Therefore a future project would be to x also a general covariant
gauge  6= 0 on the lattice, perform the same measurements of the gauge dependent
correlation functions and extract again the screening masses. If the concept of
screening masses is indeed of real physical than the results obtained in dierent
gauges should be compatible.
So far, however, there are only algorithms known that describe how to x the Landau
gauge on the lattice. They will be summarized in the next section. Very recently
there was an article on xing the covariant gauge on the lattice [70]. We will discuss
it in Sec. B.2, point out the failure of the algorithm proposed in [70] and present
several ways to cure this defect.
Before we go into the detailed structure of the gauge xing algorithms we make two
general remarks. As the covariant gauge concerns only the gauge elds, its numerical
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realization is nearly identical both for pure SU(2) gauge theory and for the SU(2)-
gauge-Higgs model. Of course, in the latter one has to gauge update also the Higgs
elds at every iteration step, even if this does not eect the gauge condition itself.
Already in the continuum formulation the covariant gauge is not unique. There exist
a remaining gauge degree of freedom. This results in so-called Gribov-copies [72].
Furthermore, a lattice gauge xing algorithm will add more of this artifacts due
to numerical uncertainty. Until now it is not completely claried in how far these
ambiguities will eect calculations of gauge dependent objects. In [20] we have
investigated the inuence of these Gribov-copies on electric and magnetic screening
masses in Landau gauge within pure SU(2) gauge theory using the Wilson action.
Within statistical errors we did not see any signicant shift in the masses for dierent
copies.
B.1 Landau Gauge on the Lattice
In this section we describe how to x the Landau gauge on the lattice. We follow
the approach outlined in [73], [74], [20]-[22].
The task is to nd an ecient numerical algorithm to realize the Landau gauge on
the lattice. From relation (2.7) we have
@

A

(x) '
1
2iag
N
d
X
=1

U

(x)  U
y

(x)  U

(x  ^) + U
y

(x  ^)

: (B.1)
The gauge condition j@

A

(x)j
2
= 0 is realized by maximizing the quantity
 
1
V
Tr
X
x
N
d
X
=1

U

(x) + U
y

(x)

: (B.2)
V is the lattice volume, N
d
the number of dimensions.
The most ecient way to bring  ! max on each lattice conguration, i.e. the
method that consumes the smallest amount of computer time, is to combine two
dierent algorithms. We start with the overrelaxation algorithm [73] up to a numer-
ical accuracy of j@

A

(x)j
2
 10
?3
  10
?5
, depending on the size of the lattice and
the gauge coupling. Due to critical slowing down we then switch to the Fourier ac-
celerated algorithm [74]. We continue gauge xing until we reach j@

A

(x)j
2
 10
?9
.
In [20] we have shown that this accuracy is sucient. Already for j@

A

(x)j
2
 10
?5
the screening masses remain unaected from further gauge xing.
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Special care has to be taken for the SU(2) gauge theory at temperatures above the
critical temperature of the deconnement phase transition. As already mentioned
(see page 28), the system acquires a nite value for the Polyakov loop, hLi 6= 0.
Because of the approximation (2.7) one has to make sure that before starting the
gauge xing algorithm the system is in the phase with hLi > 0. Because of the
global Z(2) symmetry this can be achieved by only one gauge update. Nevertheless,
using the wrong phase (hLi < 0) will result in wrong values for the electric mass!
B.2 Covariant Gauge on the Lattice
A generalization of the Landau gauge is given by the covariant gauge, j@

A

(x)  
(x)j
2
= 0. The eld (x) obeys the probability distribution
P ((x))  exp

 
1
2
Tr
2
(x)

: (B.3)
 = 0 yields the Landau gauge,  = 1 is called Feynman gauge. In the following,
we are interested in the case  6= 0.
The realization of the covariant gauge on the lattice will follow at rst the ideas
outlined in [70]. We will come to the point where the approach in [70] fails and
present a modication so that covariant gauge xing on the lattice should in principle
be possible.
Inspired by (B.1), the most straightforward way to x the covariant gauge on a
lattice is to bring the quantity
H 
1
V
Tr
X
x
2
4
1
2iag
N
d
X
=1

U

(x)  U
y

(x)  U

(x  ^) + U
y

(x  ^)

  (x)
3
5
2
(B.4)
towards zero [70].
As U

(x) is an element of the Lie group SU(2) and (x) is an element of the Lie
algebra su(2), we can use the following parameterizations:
U

(x) = a
4

(x)11+ i~a

(x)~ with ja

(x)j
2
= 1 ; (B.5)
(x) =
~
b(x)~ : (B.6)
From Eq. (B.4) we have
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In (B.9) we dened
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(x) 
N
d
X
=1

a
k

(x)  a
k

(x  ^)

  ag b
k
(x) : (B.11)
To obtain H = 0 one therefore needs to have
c
k
(x) = 0 8x and k = 1; 2; 3 : (B.12)
This is equivalent to
b
k
(x) =
1
ag
N
d
X
=1

a
k

(x)  a
k

(x  ^)

8x and k = 1; 2; 3 : (B.13)
Using (B.5) we can estimate the right hand side of (B.13). It follows
jb
k
(x)j 
2N
d
ag
8x and k = 1; 2; 3 : (B.14)
However, condition (B.14) is in general not satised. Using 
k

l
= 
kl
+ i
klm

m
,
Eq. (B.6) yields

2
(x) = b
2
(x)11 : (B.15)
Inserting this result into (B.3), we obtain for the probability distribution of the
lambda matrices
P ((x))  exp

 
1


(b
1
(x))
2
+ (b
2
(x))
2
+ (b
3
(x))
2


(B.16)
=
3
Y
k=1
exp

 
1

(b
k
(x))
2

: (B.17)
This means that every b
k
(x) is Gauss distributed. Therefore one can not assume
that for each lattice side x and for each k = 1; 2; 3 the gauge condition (B.14)
holds, which means that one can not x the covariant gauge on a lattice without
modication.
Our rst proposal to modify the covariant gauge is to create the b
k
's according to
a \cutted" Gauss distribution. This means that the b
k
's will be distributed with
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the Gaussian weight (B.17) and underlie the additional restriction (B.14) or an even
stronger restriction.
A second possibility is to redene the -matrix on the lattice [75]. Inspired by
relation (2.6) we dene
U

(x) 
1
iga
(11  expf iga(x)g) : (B.18)
Using U

(x) instead of (x) in (B.4) it should (in principle) be possible to realize
the covariant gauge xing procedure on the lattice.
It remains to quote that in the continuum limit, i.e. for a! 0, both modied gauge
proposals result again in the covariant gauge.
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